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VANS — PICKUPS — & MINI TRUCK 
MIRROR — BUBBLE — FLAT 
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We NEED TO LEARN THIS /J AE ESO 27 7753 0€25 
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„ Even Sho START YOUR OWN SHOP – FULL 


NE How and Whe! ere w Buy Equi: a ~ ОЕ PART TIME We won't waste your time telling you 
Yo u $ at Low Prices! š how big the market is 一 or how much money you can make. 
ment & Supplie: You already know — or you wouldn't be reading this! 


Train at Home in 
TE FURNISH EVERYTHING 


What we want you to know is how fast and easy we can train 
you to do this kind of work in your own garage or back yard 
— without charging you an arm and a leg for learning. Just 

spend an hour or two a day following our step-by-step * 
instructions... and only weeks after you start you'll be 
handling an air gun and striping brush like you 
were born with them in your hands. 


YOU LEARN INSIDE CUSTOMIZING, TOO! 


Only the Customizing Center puts it all 
together for you — teaches you the complete Ü 
“ins and outs” of van and car customizing. 
The same course teaches you with step-by- 
step lessons how to do paneling, upholstery, 


YOU DON'T NEED ANY 
SPECIAL ART TALENT 


We show you how to do everything so easy you can't miss... 
NN Fading, fogging, flames, scallops, lace, cobwebbing and other 
N special effects. Included with your course is a wild assortment 
of patterns, decals and ideas that turn you into an expert with 
just a little practice. Not only do you learn how to use the air 
brush, but we show you secrets of pin-striping, gold-leafing, 
custom lettering, decals, taping, masking, preparation — 
everything you need to know and want to learn about 

custom paint jobs. 


Get Ready for the Kind of Career that 





carpeting, drapes, built-ins, everything! Work 
with wood, vinyl, cloth and other materials. 
Learn how to mix or match colors. Includes 
basic information on installing high-back 
swivel and reclining seäts, as well as beds, 
bunks, tables, etc. 
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editorial 


by Robert K. Smith 








a super weekend. In our next issue, 
you’ll see coverage of the fantastic event 
hosted by Nor Cal Vans. They have 
definitely got their stuff together. 

On the way home, I was thinking of 
what to write about for this issue’s 
editorial page. The reason, because of 
the deadline when we got back. Anyway, 
Ill tell you about our trip home, and 
how neat caravanning is. 

After the trophy presentations and 
raffle were over, all the vanners packed 
their gear, and headed out of the 
fairgrounds. Most of them came in clubs 
so they wanted to go home in their own 
caravans. 

We were in our TRUCKIN' Magazine 
Chevy van, and knew of a few people 
who would be going in our direction, so 
we formed a little caravan of our own. 
We got hold of Jerry Wesseling with his 
“Old Glory," Don Hastings with the 
“Tron Butterfly," Magoo and his 
“Magoo’s World" Dodge, a friend of 
Magoo's with a light blue Ford, and 
Larry Kahan with his ''Odyssey," 
freshly painted at Kolor Me Kustom. 
Before the presentations started, 
though, we all gassed up the tanks and 
then lined up the vans in the parking lot. 
Wow, did all those colorful vans look 
super together. 

When everything was over, we all 
drove out, with our CB radios on 
channel 5. On the way out, there were 
vans firing up, some already out of the 
grounds and headed home, vans at all 
the gas stations, and some just ahead of 
us about a mile or so. Anyway, once we 
got on the freeway, we got together in a 
nice spaced out line, moving about 50 
mph. 

'Then, Bob Clark (a staff member who 
wanted to help out with the event 
coverage) andI thought it would be neat 
to get some pictures of our little 
caravan. So we radioed to the members 
of our caravan and told them we would 
go a couple of miles ahead and get some 
flicks. As we passed the caravan, we 
noticed a bunch more vans ahead of us. 
These were from the Central Coast Roll- 
ing Rooms. So we told our little caravan 
to pass this group and drop in front of 
them for a super picture. We pulled over 
and waited for the group. Here they 
came, but there was a big gap between 


ust got back from the West Coast 
d = Nationals at King City. What 


our caravan and the Rolling Rooms. Oh 
well, take a few flicks anyway. 

As we drove to catch up to our 
caravan, we yelled out the window to 
one of the vanners of Central Coast to 
find out what channel they were run- 
ning. So we got on and asked if they 
wanted their picture taken with their 24 
vans in a caravan. They were super hap- 
py to cooperate. Then we got back to 
Old Glory and relayed the message to 
try it again. This time, there would be a 
lot of vans, one giant caravan. 

We drove ahead of everybody again, 
looking for an overpass. There it was, 
about two miles ahead. So we told 
everybody to tighten it up because we 
were about four miles down the road; we 
wanted it to look good. By this time, 
though, there were more vans in back of 
the Rolling Rooms, as well as other club 
caravans passing. It looked like van city 
on the freeway. 

We got some outasight flicks and then 
joined the caravan. Now we were with 
the Central Coast Rolling Rooms. It was 
so neat to be in this large caravan, our 
little group agreed to truck with them 
for awhile. We stopped in Paso Robles, 
regrouped, and trucked on down the 
highway. Later on, someone brought up 
the idea of food. So after rapping on the 
CB, we all decided to meet at a ham- 
burger joint in Pismo Beach. By this 
time, some of the Rolling Rooms turned 
off a ways back to go to their homes, 
while others just went ahead. When we 
got to Pismo, we got some burgers, and 
BS’ed for awhile. Then we were off 
again, this time our little caravan decid- 
ed to truck home; we were getting tired 
and Old Glory had to go to a meeting. 
Back on the freeway again, the speedos 
were dialed in between 65 and 70. 

Some guy and his girlfriend were 
cruising in their 'Vette. They checked 
out the vans for awhile, and the guy 
looked at Magoo and made motions like 
he wanted to race. Magoo laughed and 
pointed back to the Iron Butterfly. We 
all moved over to the right lane and told 
the Butterfly that he should make the 
Vette owner wish he bought a van. Sure 
enough, the 'Vette and Butterfly went at 
it. The 'Vette lost its doors quickly and I 
think the driver lost his girlfriend. After 
the excitement, we all trucked home, 
remembering what a good time we had 
at King City, and caravanning home. 





















INTRODUCING 
Van & 
Car Top Carriers 


High quality corrosive-resistant 
aluminum used in all metals. 


€ Wood grained sides. 


€ Easy installation; entire rack can 
be installed in 30-40 minutes. 


€ Fully adjustable from front or rear 
for various-sized package loads. 


SEND $2.00 FOR 105-PG. CATALOG. 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED. 





AU TO-HAUS, 
Р.О. BOX 428, 
BUENA PARK, 
CALIF. 90621 





1940 - 1956 


NEW ITEMS AVAILABLE! 
STEERING GEAR SETS—HUB CAPS 
DROPPED AXLES—HEAVY DUTY TIE RODS 
Plus more items like bumpers. mirrors, 
brackets. etc. 


NEW 一 JUST OUT!! 


Catalogs listing onlv pickup weather 
seals, shackles. grill items, wiring and 
much more. 

CATALOGS 


1940 - 1956 Rubber 

Reproductions RP-1 $2.00 
1940 - 1956 Pickup parts and 

accessories PP-1 $2.00 
1948 - 1956 Pickup parts 

with pody 

illustrations PP-2 $4.00 


(Catalog price refundable with purchase) 


RETAIL STORE HOURS 
Daily 1:00 to 6:00 € Saturday 9:00 to 4:30 
Phone — 9:00 to 6:00 (213) 288-2121 


TRUCK 'N' PARTS 


9107-1 East Garvey Ave., 
Rosemead, CA 91770 
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series 


PICKUP 
RUBBER PRODUCTS 


1956 F-100 


Wind wing vent seals........ PR. $18.00 
Division bar vent seal...... PR. $ 6.00 
Division bar complete........ PR. $24.50 
Door sponge seal.............. PR. $22.50 
Cowl vent seal 1953-1956.. EA. $ 3.25 
Fuel tank grommet 









1953-1955 а EA. $ 5.50 
Fuel tank grommet 
OSG ЖОП erre tes EA.$ 2.75 





NEW ITEMS 


Back glass rubber, 1956 models 

This replaces the original rubber per- 
fectly. Must be used with stainless 
molding. (not furnished) Each $24.50 
Quantity purchase — 4-up, 20% dis- 
count F.O.B. 


TERMS 


All items listed in stock for delivery. 
Orders under $6.00 add postage. 
Over $6.00 are postpaid. No C.O.D.'s 
please — Thank you. 














Ford Rubber Reproductions 
Box 311-T, Temple City, 
California 91780 
(213) 288-2127 
Gene Scott, Manager 


Shark Jaws 













Lifelike 
in every detail! 


Be the first . . . with these amazing 
shark's jaws. What a toothy conversa- 
tion piece! Mount on your wall. . . hang 
in your van or car. Every detail simulated 
in sturdy plastic. Nine inches wide! 
Satisfaction guaranteed. 


$8.95 EACH POSTPAID 

















READERS 





CB IS NEAT 


I want to tell you how much I really 
like vour mag. The articles are very in- 
formative and I thoroughly enjoy the 
truck-in coverages. 

The one reason I am writing you is 
because of the article on the “CB” radio 
installation. It was very well put, but 
there was one important thing I felt was 
left out. I think that you should have 
told vour readers the coax comes in 
specific lengths to create a "match" 
between radio and antenna. They 
should not shorten the coax any more 
than to trim the end for radio or anten- 
na. Doing so would cause you to lose the 
"match" and would necessitate buying 
new coax or a "match box." 

The other was the printing of the “10 
codes." Being a CB'er myself, I have dis- 
covered in the various parts of the coun- 
try, local authorities have modified the 
10 code to suit themselves. The 10 code 
comes from the FCC and I personally 
feel that it should not be changed 
because it causes confusion when you 
are truckin’ around the country. 

To eliminate this problem, I am 
enclosing a card from ‘‘Mac Control" of 
Omaha, Nebraska, which has a com- 





plete FCC 10 code on the back. I hope 
that it is of some help to eliminate some 
of the confusion. MAC stands for Metro 
Area Control. It's a group of CB'ers who 
monitor channels 10 and 19 in an 
Omaha area to help anyone out. 

Once again I want to say, I really dig 
your magazine. I have been a vanner for 
about one year now and really dig it. 
Keep up the good work. You guys really 
got it together. 

Bill Dunn 
Nebraska City, Nebraska 


Editor's Note: Thanh you very much for 
informing us about the precautions of 
installing a CB radio. Maybe in the 
future, we'll run an article on how to get 
a good match between the radio and 
antenna. Also, we very much appreciate 
the 10 codes you sent; they'll come in 
very handy for many CB'er's. MAC 
sounds like a good thing, especially for 
some CB'er's who need help when 
they're stuck in the boonies. There are 
probably groups like MAC in other parts 
of the country. There should be a whole 
bunch more. By the way Bill, send usa 
picture of your van, maybe we can run it 
in a future Readers Rap column. Again, 
thanks much for all your information. 


COMMONLY USED 10 SIGNALS 


COMPLIMENTS OF CITIZEN PRINTING COMPANY 


10-0 Caution 10-24 Completed last assignment 10-62 Unable to copy, use phone 
10-1 Receiving Poorly 10-25 Can You Contact ——M 10-63 Net directed to............................. . 
10-2 Receiving Well 10-26 Disregard last information 10-64 Net clear 


10-3 Stop Transmitting 10-27 | am moving to Channel.................... 10-65 Awaiting your next message 
10-4 OK, Message Received 10-28 Identify your station 10-67 All units comply 
10-5 Relay Message 10-29 Time is up for contact 10-70 Fire ў 
10-6 Busy, Stand Ву 10-30 Improper use of radio 10-71 Proceed with transmission 
10-7 Out of Service, Leaving Air 10-32 1 will give you a radio check 10-73 Speed trap | 
rerfeı ` 

10-8 In Service, Subject to Call 10-33 EMERGENCY at this station 10-75 You are causing interference 

У › š 10-34 Trouble at this station, help needed 10-77 Negative Contact 
10-9 Repeat Message 

10-35 Confidential Information 10-82 Reserve Lodging Ѓог............................ 


30-10 Transmission Completed, Standing By 
10-11 Talking too Rapidly 
10-12 Visitors Present 


10-36 Correct time 





10-37 Wrecker needed 


10-84 My telephone number 
10-85 My address 

















10-13 Advise Weather/Road Conditions 10-38 Ambulance needed ier Apes 2 d Needed 
SS — Reese erii edes in ente, 10-16 Make Pickup at e eie iud Message ponies 16917 TM SINN 

1 10-17 Urgent Busi 10- lease tune to Сћаппе!..................... T^ a se [ р 

| МАМ ALLEN, INC. | 10-18 Даун о Tonus? 10-42 Traffic accident 10-92 Your transmitter is out of adjustment 

1 Dept. T, Route 1, Box 86 | 10-19 Nothing for you, return to base 10-43 Traffic Tieup M oe ушы оп о channei 
10-20 My Location is... 10-44 | have a message for you. (or.......... ) - езге give me a long coun 

| Ра!т Нагбог, На. 33563 | | 1021 ca ey Telephone 10-45 All units within range please report 10-95 Transmit dead carrier for 5 seconds 

| Name | | 10-22 Report in person то........................... 10-50 Break Channel............. sse 10-99 Mission completed, all units secure 

1 ڪڪ‎ = | | 10-23 Stand By 10-60 What is next message number 10-100 Nature Calls 

| Address ... _ . | 10-200 Police needed 

| | 2308 “N” S 

i treet / Omaha Nebr 68107 

1 City = x: = " == | 

| State Zip | (402) 731 0203 QSL CARDS 

ey =Í‏ کے یھ کک کے ےا 
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6412 MANCHESTER BLVD., BUENA PARK, CALIFORNIA, 90621 PHONES: (714) 994-1400, RES. (213) 941-4693 
(UST HORE КНОТТӘ ‘BEREY БАВИ SPECIALISTS IN HARD-TO-GET USED PARTS 


ЭЁ іст IN QUALITY, FINEST IN SERVICE ! 
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VAN OWNERS 
PICK-UP OWNERS 
(MINI AND 

FULL SIZE) 


р raring 
“ARMSTRONG TIRES 


World’s most complete R.V. tire line at 

very low prices. Honest tire information you 
you can trust plus 100's of things you've 
been looking for any many you've never 
seen! 


"BAJA-PROVEN" G 


FLOTATION TIRES & WHEELS 
UNIQUE OFF-ROAD & CAMPING 
EQUIPMENT 
12 volt %” drill 
Quartz - halogen Sleeping bags 
driving lights Push-bars 


* Books 
@ 
e 
Roof racks @ Guns 
° 
° 


Roll bars Fishing rods 
Winches Portable 12 volt 
G.I. surplus camp shower unit 
goodies @ Survival equipment 


= аз an єз аю єз св са G эз єз әз сю ©з єз аю Go C ©з am со ama 
Please send те your FREE 116-Page 
g Catalog! 
8 Name 


| Address 


g City State 


l Zip CANADIAN, FOREIGN & AIRMAIL 1 
REQUESTS-S1 U.S CURRENCY 8 
чә чә жа um am am am єз am св шз c» ав em шә со un СЮ ст em Gn md 


SEND TODAY!——INCLUDE ZIP CODE 
V de pgs SOUTH САТЕ CA 90200 
COMPLETE LINE OF: 

Snack Trays Sunroofs 
Portholes Spoilers 
Fender Flares Sidepipes 


FOR VANS AND MINI-TRUCKS 


714/533-6411 
1594 S. Anaheim Blvd., Suite F, 
Anaheim, Ca. 92805 
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4 фу CHEVY Pickup 
>) 6 LUG TO 
M. |< 
oe tis) CHEVY 
ШП 5 LUG PASS 





Shown 3113-A $23.25 Pair plus freight 
We make your wheels fit! 
FORD - CHEVY - BUICK - OTHERS 
Passenger — Pickup — Vans 
American — Foreign 
Complete catalog with discount 
Price list... . . $1.00 


Wheel-A-Daps 
9101-2 East Garvey Avenue 
,Rosemead, California 91770 
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se Wheel Adapters 


(213) 288-2290 














FREE BOOKLET 





All motorists can benefit from reading a 
new booklet entitled “How Extra Cool- 
ing Power Saves You Money," and esp- 
cially those who drive vans, campers, or 
motorhomes or use their automobiles for 
carrying extra passengers and camping 
gear or towing trailers and boats. This 
graphically illustrated full-color primer 
from Hayden Trans-Cooler, Inc., 
describes the problems of transmission 
and engine overheating, the causes and 
effects, what can be done to prevent 
overheating, and the savings possible 
compared with the cost of replacing or 
rebuilding a damaged transmission or 
engine. When and why is extra cooling 
necessary? 'This is the first question 
answered for the reader in easy-to-follow 
tables detailing the life expectancy of 
automatic transmission fluids at various 
operating temperatures. Supporting 
paragraphs explain the problems: “If 
you add lots of weight, like towing a 
travel trailer or boat, or driving a heavily 
loaded camper or motor home up and 
down hills, you are flirting with very ex- 
pensive trouble unless you add extra 
cooling to prevent excessive heat and 
wear that are the end result of the extra 


TRUCK 
STUFF 





strain." The mere act of “rocking” a car 
in mud, sand or snow for only a minute 
or two by repeatedly shifting from 
reverse to forward will build transmis- 
sion temperatures to 300 degrees F. 
causing overheated oil to literally 
“cook” seals, bearings and clutch plates. 

Vehicle owners will better understand 
difficulties they have had in the past by 
this book's clear explanation of 
problems created by overheated engines 
and transmissions, how the temperature 
of one affects the other, and how the 
driver can detect signs of a hot transmis- 
sion. The handy quick-reference booklet 
is available free from Hayden Trans- 
Cooler, Inc., 1531 Pomona Road, Dept. 
T, Corona, CA 91720. 


SEAT CATALOG 





A new 8-page, full-line catalog from 
Scheel North America, Ltd., contains 
photos, features and specifications of all 
twelve auto seat models. The World 
famous racing, rallying, and touring 
seats made in West Germany offer true 
anatomical design, for the utmost in 





comfort and control. From lightweight 
Nomex covered full race seats to super 
comfort touring seats, Scheel seats are 
easily installed in over 200 foreign and 
domestic autos, including vans, RV’s, 
trucks, 4 wheel drives and off-road 
vehicles. The attractive catalog as well 
as price information is available from 
Scheel’s exclusive North American dis- 
tributor: Scheel North America, Ltd., 
P.O. Box 3, 1712 South 8 Street, 
Sheboygan, WI 53081. Phone (414) 458- 
0402. 


SPOILERS 





Auto-Haus now offers front and rear 
spoilers to fit 92 different vehicles. All 
units are hand laminated from the finest 
resins and glass material available, and 
are finished in high gloss black Gel- 
Cote. Boxed with all mounting hardware 
and installation instructions. Add high 
speed control and stability to your car, 
truck or van. Available from your local 
Auto-Haus dealer or write directly to: 
Auto-Haus, P.O.Box 428, Dept. T, 
Buena Park, Calif. 90621. 


TRUCKIN’ MIRROR 





Take a look at this beautiful, new, 
sparkling and unique mirror designed 
especially for the truckin’ enthusiast. 
Bit 11” x 14” top quality non-distortion 
mirror in four colors that are incor- 
porated into the mirror, not on the face 
of the mirror. Mounted in walnut frames 
ready to hang. A real complement to any 
wall. Available for $24.95 ea. ppd. from 
Elite Industries, 7427 C Orangethorpe 
Ave., Dept. T, Buena Park, Calif. 90621. 








HAS DISCOUNT 
VAN ACCESSORIES 


SEND $2.00 FOR CATALOG — REFUNDABLE WITH 1ST PURCHASE 


®ROOF VENTS 
®PORTHOLES 
®VAN BRAS 
®WHEELS 
®SUN PORTS 

j SNACK TRAYS 
*DRIVING LIGHTS 
®HIGH BACK SEATS 


FENDER FLARES® z 
SIDE PIPESe [M Р | 
SPOILERS® ERE "m Б: - -€— " 
SCOOPS? ...... == = = 
LIGHTS® C 
TIRES® 
SUNVENTS 
INTERIOR KITS® 





The Only Complete Custom Van Shop in Colorado 
One Stop Shop for all Vanners 


Stop In For Free Info & 
Coffee While Truckin’ Thru Colorado 


P. 0. Box 2945 ө 1420 North Avenue 
Grand Junction, Colorado 81501 — 303/242-5529 















It’s yours FREE... 


A QUICK AND CONCISE GUIDE 
OF VAN ACCESSORIES 


THE "75 VAN OWNERS 
HOLIDAY SEASON 
SHOPPARS LIST 



















x С) mec 


The) en House 


618-A SO. PICKETT DEPT. 5 
ALEXANDRIA, VA. 22304 
703/370-9594 
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ini-trucks are not famous for 
B — their ride due to their short 
С, ру Jim Clark wheelbase and light weight. 
A When I suggested driving one back to 
i the Street Rod Nats in Memphis, then 


on to New York, back by way of Detroit 
and Denver, I was greeted by choruses 
of, You'll never make it" and “ТЇЇ have 
the kidney transplants ready for your 
return!" Well,I have to admit I was a bit 
skeptical about the whole idea myself, 
but it seemed like a perfect opportunity 
to find out just how practical a long trip 
would be in a small pick-up. 

Before starting out on a trip like this, I 
decided to research the small truck field 
and make a selection from it that best 
suited this test. After much comparing, I 
finally selected Toyota's SR-5 Sport 
truck. The decision was prompted by 
the 2000 cc SOHC, hemi-head engine, 
biggest in its field, 5-speed, full syn- 
chromesh overdrive transmission and 
the many creature comforts such as high 
back vinyl bucket seats and an optical 
air conditioner that will grow icycles on 


m эш J 一 一 一 





7,000 miles in Toyota’s sport mini-truck 
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We got hold of a Toyota SR5 for a road test, 
so instead of the usual type test, we decided 
to go on a cross country one. Since we were 
going to the Street Rod Nationals in 
Memphis anyway, why not take the Toyota 
and really test it. Before we left though, we 
outfitted the truck with some goodies. These 
included new Cragar “Road Star” mags, 
Tempo camper shell, and custom camper in- 
terior. 


your ears in the middle of a desert hot 
spell. I should add that even though ex- 
tremely efficient, the air conditioner had 
no noticeable effect on fuel consumption 
or the engine’s ability to power the 
truck. 

Much personal gear including suit- 
cases, camera equipment and a third 
passenger, my daughter visiting her 
grandma in Syracuse, New York, were to 
make up the payload in the pick-up bed, 
so a camper shell was deemed necessary. 
Any old shell wouldn’t do, however, so 
we contacted Gene Womble at Tempo in 
Orange, California. Gene has designed 
an extremely unusual shell that incor- 
porates into the rear roof line an air foil 
that matches one from an airplane wing. 
At highway speeds it is claimed to ac- 
tually lift some of the weight of the shell 
from the rear of the truck. We made no 
tests of this, and therefore can make no 
recommendations, but no one can argue 
with the facts of how great it looks. 

To further enhance the appearance of 
our test mini-hauler, we mounted the 





publications 





STANDARDS: 


2.2 liter SOHC hemi-head engine 

4-speed full synchromesh transmission 
(5-speed overdrive on SR-5) 

Power front disc brakes 

Electric fuel pump 

Flo-thru ventilation 

Heater and defroster 

Snap-out vinyl floor mats 
(except SR-5) 

Sound reducing material applied to 
ceiling of cab 

Passenger assist grip 

Ventless, curved side windows 

Vinyl covered seats 

Dual headlamps 

7.00 x 14 whitewall tires 6-ply rated 
(185 SR x 14 on SR-5) 

Radiator with reserve tank 

Zinc coated muffler 

Aluminum water pump 

Transistorized ignition 


SR-5 Sport Truck 


Tinted glass 

AM radio 

Hi-back bucket seats 

Full Console 

Cut-pile carpeting 

Sound insulated cab 

Tape stripe 

5-speed overdrive transmission 
185 SR x 14 radial tires 





OPTIONS: 


Automatic transmission (except SR-5) 
AM radio (standard on SR-5) 

8-track stereo tape deck 

Air conditioning 


DIMENSIONS,WEIGHTS 
AND CAPACITIES 


Exterior 
Dimensions 


Wheelbase...... 
Length........ 


% Топ 
1⁄4 Ton Long Bed 2000 
. 101.6" 110.0" 
.168.7" 184.6" 
62.2" 62.2" 
Height хз 61.8" 61.8” 
Tread: 
52.97 
50.8" 


5927 
50.8" 
1⁄2 Ton 
% Топ Long Bed 2000 
Inside Length. ... 70.1" 86.1" 
Inside Width 56.3" 56.3" 
Inside Bed Height. 16.1" 16.1" 


Curb Weights (pounds) 
lo Tbn 

% Ton Long Bed 2000 

lo Ton SR-5 


Rear == a. 


Cargo Bed 


Capacities 

Cargo Bed 1⁄2 Ton 
Long Bed 2000 

Fuel Tank 


36.8 cu. ft. 


12.1 gallons 
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On the way out, we cruised through the 
desert. We didn’t have any problems with the 
heat, especially with the super air con- 
ditioning system. It’s a good thing my 
daughter Susie wasn't riding in the camper, 
because of the intense daytime heat. 


standard 185 SR x 14 Bridgestone 
radials on a set of Cragars new Road 
Star custom wheels. 

With everything loaded in the back 
and a full tank of gas, we set out for 
Memphis. Our SR-5 had just under a 
thousand miles on it from a short life of 
round the block road testing at the 
hands of Southern California magazine 
writers and was equipped with the usual 
glut of mileage and power robbing 
California emissions control devices. It 
had been a pretty hot day and we 
wanted to cross part of the desert during 
the night, so we waited till evening to 
leave. We had gone but 50 miles when 
we reached our first real test of the 
truck's hill climbing power, Cajon Pass. 
At 5,000 feet Cajon is hot high by Rocky 
Mountain standards, but it rises fast 
and the summit levels out into high 
desert. The SR-5 did a good job main- 
taining 55 mph, only a downshift from 
5th to 4th gear was needed about half 
way up the pass. I say it was necessary 
as a judgement made by listening to the 
engine, because a tachometer is not 
offered even as an option on the trucks. 
My own Toyota Celica is equipped with 
a tach which is the only sure way to tell 
if the engine is being operated in the 
proper RPM range. That's a hint for the 
76 Toyotas. 

Early the next morning we stopped to 
rest in Arizona. This gave us our first op- 
portunity to test the padded and 
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carpeted insert that finishes the interior 
of the bed. It’s made up of two com- 
partmented units that fit over the 
wheelwells down each side of the bed. 
They are held in place by a center board 
that’s padded and carpeted to match 
the tops of the compartments. The 
center board and side units lift out so 
the bed can be used for hauling in a 
matter of minutes. We rolled out our 
sleeping bag on the center board which 
gave us plenty of room for both of us as 
far as width was concerned, but a long 
bed sure would have been a help at 7 feet 
2 inches long instead of 5 feet 10 inches 
for the standard bed, especially since 
I’m over 6 feet tall. Rumor has it that 
the SR-5 Sport Truck for 1976 will be 
offered with the long bed, but don’t 








quote me. My wife, Freda, is a bit on the 
short side, so I was able to steal a little of 
the space on her side for leg room. 

Next morning we got an early start 
and drove on through to Memphis with 
numerous gas stops along the way. The 
gas stops were not caused by poor 
mileage as our average was over 25 miles 
per gallon. The 12.2 gallon gas tank 
seemed to run dry too often for someone 
who wants to get out and go. A quick 
calculation breaks it down to 300 miles 
per tankful, but only 10 gallons or so of it 
is useable before you best find a station, 
especially when you’re famous for run- 
ning out of gas like I am. 

At the Street Rod Nationals we were 
tied up in a lot of traffic around town 
and waiting in slow moving lines while 





SERRE. uer 





At the many roadside rest areas, you could 
open the roof vent to circulate the air, and at 
the same time keep out the numerous 
species of bugs. Besides this neat feature, 
there were other niceties such as wood pan- 
eling, portholes, and more. Even though I’m 
six feet tall, it was a comfortable drive. 


entering the fairgrounds, but still main- 
tained mileage readings in excess of 19 
MPG and it returned to 25+ MPG again 
once we left for New York. Regular, low- 
lead, no-lead, and premium grades of 
fuel were all used during the trip with 
the best mileage readings obtained on 
Premium and I might add also the 
smoothest performance. Regular 
(research octane No. 90 or higher) in- 
cluding California, is the recommended 
grade, so I switched to regular for the 
return trip. It worked fine and only 








The guys at Tempo really set up the camper for comfort. For in- 
stance, we could have slept on the padded carpet floor, but it got 
kinda cold at night, so we broke out the sleeping bags. Above, 
Susie shows the convenient package tray mounted right above the 
cab window. Other neat features of the shell interior included easy 
access storage compartments located on both sides of the bed, 
over the wheel wells. As you can see, Susie took advantage of 
these compartments by storing her small travel bags. 
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lowered the mileage readings by about 1 
mile per gallon. 

We spent a few days in Syracuse and 
then headed for Detroit. The shortest 
way is to cross Canada by way of 
Niagara Falls which gave us the oppor- 
tunity to pick up the speed to70 MPH for 
an extended run on the great interstate 
they have between the falls and Detroit. 
Their speed limit is still 70 MPH up 
there, a luxury we no longer enjoy. 
Arizona state highway tax collector 
Mattingly made this point very clear to 
me on the way to Memphis and accom- 
panied it with a written reminder. 

There is a chart of specifications ac- 
companying the photos, but driving the 
SR-5 on an extended trip of this type is 
the only way to get a true reading of its 
performance. After living in it for 7,000 
miles over a three week period, I must 
admit that most of the preconceived 
ideas about poor ride and lack of power 
were highly exagerated. The truck was 
comfortable, extremely easy to drive in 
traffic or on the open road and every bit 
as economical as is claimed. 

Our final average of 24.8 miles per 
gallon for the trip and a purchase price 
of $3,759 + $380 for the air conditioning 
adds up to a truck we can afford to buy 
and still have enough money left to take 
a trip farther than to work and back. 

























LEFT—One of the neatest 
features for this Toyota SR 5 
is the fully synchromesh five- 
speed gear box. It acts like an 
overdrive in fifth gear. Mini 
console is trick. 


RIGHT—/n the sport truck, 
highback seats and carpeting 
are standard. They are color 
co-ordinated to match the 
variety of exterior paint 
schemes. An AM/FM tape 
deck is optional. 


LEFT—This air conditioning 
unit is something else. It'll 
freeze you out, if you want it 
to. And it's not an add-on 
type, it's from the factory. It’s 
a must for the desert. 
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LEFT—As far as the engine goes, it’s the new 20R, 2.2 litre (2,000cc) 
SOHC hemi-head engine. It’s the biggest in its field. This particular engine 
was equipped with all the California emissions control devices, yet at- 
tained excellent mileage. 

















We went а total of seven thousand some-odd miles and didn't use a drop 
of oil, even though we traveled some hot desert miles. The SR-5 comes 
standard with Bridgestone radials. We wanted to dress up the truck a little 
so we mounted these radials to a set of Cragar Road Star chromed steel 
wheels. All across the country wherever we stopped, we got many com- 
pliments on the overall truck. Toyota came up with another winner. 
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'm sure, if any of you have gone toa 

car show, one time or another you’ve 

come across a custom car or truck 
with "shaved" door handles. For those 
of you who aren’t familiar with this ex- 
pression, it simply means there are no 
door handles on the vehicle anymore. 
Usually, when this body modification is 
done, solenoid switches are installed so 
the doors can be opened by pushing a 
button switch located somewhere else, 
usually hidden. 

I was at the Color Man, a new shop in 
Anaheim, when I spotted a new Ford 
van getting the custom treatment. The 
door handles of both driver and 
passenger doors were already shaved. I 


Shaving door handles is easy; first step is to : 
unscrew and remove door handle. 


= 
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With the door handle off, it s just a matter 
of undoing the clip that holds the door han- 
dle mechanism, and then removing the 


assembly. ` 2 ` ‘Once the door handle cavity is clear of components, Joe used 4 


а piece of 16 gauge sheet metal to fill it. 
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s. ern 


CORTE TERT 


asked co-owner Joe Moreno (Don 
Weldon is the other owner) how much of 
a job it is to shave door handles. He said 
it was a pretty easy operation. So І broke 
out my camera, and clicked away when 
he shaved the door handle on the 
sliding side door. He was right, it was 
pretty easy; follow along and you'll see 
what I’m talking about. 

To begin, Joe unscrewed the handle 
and then removed it. Next, he went into 
the back side of the door and removed 
the clip that holds the handle 
mechanism. Once the clip was removed, 
Joe pulled out the mechanism. Now the 
front part of the door was free of any 
components. 


A pair of tin-snips works really good for trim- 
ming down the sheet metal to size. 


In this case, there is a rather large 
cavity to fill so sheet metal has to be us- 
ed. First, the area was ground down to 
bare metal. Then Joe grabbed a piece of 
16 gauge sheet metal and started trim- 
ming it down to fit the door handle in- 
dent. He made a piece of metal so it 
would lay just beneath the surface. Once 
the metal piece was completed, Joe 
broke out the welding outfit (ox- 
y/acetylene). He then positioned the 
metal, and tacked it in place. Next, he 
finish welded the whole thing. 

Now comes the smoothing part. Since 
the weld is protruding above the surface 
a little, Joe used a grinder to smooth 
everything, being careful not to go too 


After the sheet metal is trimmed to size, it's fitted to 
the cavity and welded in place. 


Because the weld is protruding past 
the surface, it has to be ground down 
flush with the existing door. 


Next step is to cover area with 
plastic filler. When it’s set up, it has 
to be sanded down, spot puttied, and 
primered; ready for paint. 


deep into the weld. After this was done, 
Joe mixed up a batch of plastic filler, 
otherwise called bondo, and applied it 
over the entire area. After it set up, Joe 
went over it with 36 grit paper, followed 
by 80 grit. Now the door was looking 
good. All that’s left now is primer, spot 
putty, and final sanding with 320 paper. 
Then of course, primer and paint. 

See how easy it is. If you want to try 
your hand at it, go right head on. All you 
have to have is a little mechanical know- 
how, and some bodywork experience. If 
you want to find out more about custom 
tricks, write Joe Moreno at the Color 
Man, 1713 N. Orangethorpe Park, 
Anaheim, California 92801. 
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What you can do to save a few bucks when it's time to. . . 






















SPINDLE SUPPORT 
CENTER LINE 





STEERING AXIS 
INCLINATION 


POINT OF LOAD 





Illinois.) 


ast month we brought you a how-to 

on one of the oldest styling tricks in 

the early Ford bag — the raked 
front end via the installation of a 
radically reshaped I-beam axle. We 
think you'l agree that they do look 
good. But if you think all that you’ve 
changed is your truck’s looks, then you 
haven’t considered the corresponding 
changes to the vehicle’s front end 
geometry. And some of the worn com- 
ponents of the steering system you may 
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“J CAMBER 





The relationship of Camber to S teering Axis Inclination. 
(Courtesy of the Bear Manufacturing Co., Rock Island, 


TRUE 
VERTICAL 


[- CENTER LINE OF 
WHEEL 

l CASTER ANGLE 

П 


TRUE 


LEAD POINT 





Camber And Steering Axis Inclination 







Illinois.) 


not have even noticed until you steam 
cleaned that whole greasy mess under 
the fat fenders of your "Hundred. 

Well, we're glad you came back, 
because we want to talk a little about 
that geometry, and we want to show 
you, in detail, how to rebuild those parts 
you can safely tackle at home. And to 
warn you against biting off more than 
you can chew. 

Even if you didn’t do that well in high 
school math, don’t let the term “‘front- 





LEFT—The first step is to securely support the front half of 
the truck. Allow yourself enough working room. Remove the 
wheels, axle nuts, brake drums and backing plates. It is not 
necessary to disconnect the hydraulic lines. 





VERTICAL 









REBUILD THE 2100 
FRONT 





by Frank Oddo 


PART II 


CENTER LINE 
SPINDLE SUPPORT 











SPINDLE SUPPORT 


WHEEL CONTACT 
POINT 


Caster 


The relationship of Caster to Spindle Support (Kingpin). 
(Courtesy of the Bear Manufacturing Co., Rock Island, 


end geometry" scare you. It simply 
refers to the angular relationship 
between the front wheel assembly and 
the truck frame. More specifically, the 
angle of the kingpin axis away from an 
imaginary vertical zero axis; the toe-in 
of the front wheels, and the outward tilt 
of the front wheels from that imaginary 
vertical axis. All three of these angles 
determine how easily and stabily your 
truck will steer, its riding qualities, and 
ultimately, the tire wear. 









I know you’ve already heard of the 
terms “camber,” “caster,” “turning 
radius," and “toe-in.” But let's discuss 
them in a little detail. 

Camber is the inward or outward tilt 
of the wheel at the top, and it is a tire- 
wearing angle measured in degrees. It is 
the amount the centerline of the wheel is 
tilted from the true vertical. Positive 
camber is the outward tilt of the wheel 
at the top from the true vertical. (Fig. 
1.) Negative camber is an inward tilt. 
The purpose of camber is (1) to bring 
tire/road contact more nearly under the 
point of load; (2) to bring the weight of 
the vehicle where it belongs — to the in- 
ner wheel bearing and spindle (thereby 
providing easy steering and (3) to pre- 
vent excessive or rapid tire wear. In- 
correct camber will cause your truck to 
pull to one side and it will quickly result 
in excessive wear to wheel bearings, tires 
and kingpin bushings. Generally speak- 
ing, zero to positive camber should be 
maintained and it is a job for a front end 
alignment shop. 

Steering axis inclination is the inward 
tilt of the kingpin at the top, a direction 
control angle measured in degrees. It is 
the amount the spindle support 
centerline through the kingpin is tilted 
from true vertical. On I-beam axles it is 
adjustable, but only with heavy, 
specialized equipment. In fact, many so- 
called front end shops in conjunction 
with tire stores, etc., can’t handle the 
job. You’ll need to find an old-timey 
shop for this service. 

The purpose of the steering axis in- 
clination is (1) to reduce the need for ex- 
cessive camber; (2) to distribute the 
weight of the vehicle more nearly under 
the road contact of the tire and (3) to 


ABOVE LEFT—Back off the cap screw 
and remove the drag link at the 
steering knuckle. /t is not necessary to 
remove the drag link completely. 


ABOVE RIGHT—Dropping the tie rod is 
sometimes easier said than done. 
Tapered fit of end frequently binds in the 
spindle boss, however, several sharp 
blows to the boss usually jars it loose. 


RIGHT—Remove the back nut and drive 
the lock pin out with a long drift punch. 


BELOW—Use a heavy hammer and 
drive the old kingpin out of the spindle. 
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BELOW—Always check your axle to make 
sure the kingpin bore is true and not 
elongated. Fit in the new kingpin, it should 
be snug. If it is loose, you may have to 
replace the axle. 


зз 


provide a pivot point for easy steering 
and steering stability. If you think about 
camber and steering axis inclination 
while you study Figure 1, I’m sure you 
will see the relationship between the 
two. 

Okay, take a look at Figure 2, and 
we'll talk about caster. Caster is the 
backward (or forward) tilt of the kingpin 
at the top. It is a direction control angle 
again measured in degrees, and is the 
amount the centerline of the kingpin is 
tilted from that old faithful true ver- 
tical. Positive caster is the backward 
tilt, and negative caster is the forward 
tilt. 

The purpose of caster is to gain direc- 
tional control of the truck by insuring 
the front wheels maintain a straight 
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THE Р100 
FRONT 





LEFT—WNew bushings should be pressed in and then line 
reamed by a machine shop. Average cost is under $10. New 
bearings and shims, etc., come with kingpin set. 





ABOVE —Install the new bearing on the bot- 
tom side. Note the top of the bearing. 


RIGHT—Use shims as necessary to close the 
end gap. There should be no up and down play. 
Make sure the bearing and the shims are 
centered, else the kingpin will tear them up 
when it is driven in. 





RIGHT-— Note the sequence of assembly of 
the kingpin. Lubricate the pin with light 
weight motor oil before inserting it. 


ahead position (or return to a straight 
ahead position out of a turn). Caster is 
not a tire wearing angle, but non- 
etheless, it requires professional com- 
petance to alter. (Don't worry, we'll get 
to what you can do, just stick around for 
a few more minutes.) 

Turning radius can be defined as ''toe- 
out" on turns. That is, the inner front 
wheel turns shorter than the outer front 
wheel, creating a toe-out condition when 
the truck is turned either to the right or 
left. In short, it is the amount one front 
wheel turns more sharply than the other 
on a turn (measured in degrees) and it is 












definitely a tire wearing angle. 

But the real tire killer is improper toe- 
in, that distance the front of the front 
wheels is closer together than the rear of 
the front wheels. The purpose of toe-in 
and toe-out is to compensate for widen- 
ed tolerances in the steering linkage. 
Both are measured in inches from the 
center line of each tire, and if you are 
careful, you can gain a reasonable ap- 
proximation at home. At least enough to 
hold you until you can get to an align- 
ment shop after rebuilding your front 
end. By the way, too much toe-in will 
result in wear appearing on the outside 
of the right front tire only. Too much 
toe-out will result in wear on the inside 
of the left front tire only. 

Now we can get down to the nuts and 
bolts of the limited amount of front end 
work you can do for yourself — the 
replacement of worn king pins and tie 
rod ends. We’ve taken the approach of a 
lot of pictures and not too many words 
for obvious reasons. But it is really an 
uncomplicated job, and even with the 
necessary machine shop work, it 
shouldn’t tie your truck up for more 
than a day. Just get the parts you need 
beforehand, and make sure the local 
shop can line ream your new bushings as 
soon as you bring the spindles in. 


LEFT —Make sure the slot goes to the rear to line up with 
the lock pin. 


BELOW LEFT—Tap the lock ріп in gently (just to make sure 
it is not misaligned). Run on the washer and nut, tighten. 


BELOW — Lubricate the assembly. All work was done by 
Ron Kay of Ron & Bob's Automotive, 1104 E. Santa Ana 
St, Anaheim, CA. 


ss 


BELOW—Measure the amount of 
thread showing on old tie rod end before 
removing it. Run the new end in an 
equal amount. This should be close 
enough to get your truck down to the 
alignment ship. 








Ron had one last little trick to do to Lou Bernard's 
pickup — a length of inch square tubing over the 
long F-100 tie rod (known for flexing). This 
provides substantial longitudinal support and 


eliminates а form of “bump steer.’ 
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Jim Clark 
Toledo, Ohio 
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Owner of the Van Shop in Sylvania, Ohio, 
Jim built a van to advertise his shop's 
abilities. The ‘75 Chevy van received a few 
body modifications, which were done by 
Chet Bartkavage. This same guy did a 
number with the silver pearl and candy 
paint. Vinyl roof, portholes, molded flares, 
spoiler, and rectangular headlights really 
accent the overall appearance. Check out 
the murals, ribbons, and Hooker side pipes; 
all. look super. Interior was also done at 
shop, with Jim Retzke and Scott Samson 
spending many hours on it. Features in- 
clude gold crushed velvet, white shag, 
Kustom-Fit highbacks, portable TV, and 
Weltron stereo. Note Permacast wheels. 








George's ‘54 Ford is another fine looker. It took three months 
and about $600 to get it in the shape it is today. Engine is 
equipped with Offenhauser manifold, three two-barrel carbs, 

chrome goodies, and Thrush sidepipes. Front end was lowered 
two inches. Chrome reverse wheels are dressed up with T/A 
radials by B.F. Goodrich. George did the paint; it features red 
enamel with red pear! flames. Also, the front end is set up to tilt 
open as a unit. Check out tailgate area. 


George Stanley, Jr. 
Toledo, Ohio 
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It's great if you have a fully equipped shop 
like Mike Goldman's, but you can make our 
modifications without such goodies as a 
trans stand—it's just easier our way. 








ike any other stock automatic, the 
) [po 400 used in Chevy and GMC 

vans was primarily designed for 
smooth, comfortable shifting under light 
load/use conditions. And just as long as 
you don't put a great deal of constant 
stress on the trans, itll deliver as 
promised. But when you do stress a 400, 
as in trailer towing, carrying motor- 
cycles or other moderate-to-heavy loads, 
traveling off-road with a 4WD conver- 
sion or coupling it to a high performance 
engine, shifting has a tendency to 
become somewhat mushy and less 
precise, and the trans is likely to slide, 
bump or chatter on a 1-2 shift, or stay in 
second gear too long before shifting into 
third. In addition, constant stress will 
shorten its useful life considerably, re- 
quiring overhauling at fairly frequent in- 
tervals. 

But don't let this discourage you from 
using your van for off-road or trailer tow- 
ing; you can easily go through the trans, 
upgrading it with modification to 
produce crisper, more positive upshifts 
while extending component life at the 
same time. And you don't have to 
bankrupt yourself for a bucket full of ex- 





ADDING 
MUSCLE TO 
YOUR TURBO 
400 by Kalton C. Lahue 
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After remvoing the valve body, servos and downshift solenoid, pull the front pump. 
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otic, high-priced parts. In addition to 
these modifications, there are certain 
others that can be made if you’re run- 
ning a high performance engine. To get 
the story on this package of Turbo 400 
modifications, I went to Mike Goldman, 
an instructor at the Southern California 
Regional Occupational Center in 
Torrance, California, whose specialty is 
transmission modification and overhaul. 
Unlike many instructors, Mike has a 
fully equipped home workshop and con- 
stantly experiments with trans 
modifications in order to help his 
students work out solutions to whatever 
problems they come up with on their 
own. Thus, he’s unusually well-qualified 
to pass along practical hints we can put 
to use, because he’s tried them all out in 
actual practice. 

Other than the low cost, probably the 
neatest thing about Mike’s Turbo 400 
beef-up package is that you don’t have 
to strip the trans all the way down. Once 
it’s out of the van, removing the valve 
body, front pump, forward and direct 
clutch assemblies let you do all the 
necessary trick work; the whole job 
should take you about four hours (less if 
you’re an accomplished transmission 
man), and you’re ready to hang the 
trans back in place. Basically, Mike 
recommends modifications in the 
following five areas: 

(1) Valve body/separator plate 

(2) Forward/direct clutch assemblies 

(3) Front pump 

(4) Front servo accumulator 

(5) Vacuum modulator 
The end result is a Turbo 400 sufficient- 
ly beefed up to make a sturdy trailer 
towing, camping or 4WD off-road unit; 
here’s how he suggests that you do it. 

Begin by removing the pan and drain- 
ing the trans, then unbolt and discard 
the ATF filter, as you’ll want to replace 
it with a new one when you get ready to 
put things back together. Remove the 
valve body, front and rear servo units 
and the part-throttle 3-2 downshift 
solenoid and gasket. Now carefully lift 
off the separator plate, discarding all 
gaskets, then locate and remove the six 
steel check balls in the oil passages. Tip 
the trans on its side to drain the oil from 
the passages, then clean with fresh sol- 
vent and a brush. Once this is done, un- 
bolt and remove the front pump, then 
remove the forward and direct clutch 
assemblies. Unbolt and remove the 
vacuum modulator and you’re ready to 
go ahead with the trick work. 


VALVE BODY/SEPARATOR PLATE 


As you've probably already dis- 
covered, moving the shift selector from 
Drive into Lo range shifts the trans 


ABOVE—A blast of com- 
pressed air comes in han- 
dy to remove the forward 
and direct clutch 
assemblies. 


RIGHT— We've marked 
the second and third gear 
oil holes to be 
enlarged—be sure to also 
enlarge them in the new 
separator plate gasket. 


BELOW 一 For even crisper 
upshifts with a high perfor- 
mance engine, you can 
leave out the 1-2 check 
ball. 








immediately into second gear, where it 
stays until your road speed drops to 
about 40 mph. At this point, it will then 
shift into first gear, where it remains 
despite any change in speed or throttle 
position. This feature was designed into 
the Turbo 400 to prevent accidental 
shifting into Lo range at high speeds, as 
this little mistake can float the valves, 
causing damage to the engine. But sup- 
pose you're towing a trailer — heading 
down that long steep grade; you'll want 
maximum engine braking to help take 
the load off the brakes and prevent 
fading — especially if an emergency 
condition should develop. 

To remove this override, we can make 
a slight modification to the 1-2 shift 
valve in the valve body that will let you 
drop the trans into first gear at any 
speed without engine or trans damage. 
To do so, simply grind the outer land of 
the 1-2 shift valve flat on one side and 
then plug the bleed hole in the valve 
body, shutting off the oil bypass which 
locks the 1-2 shift valve in place. The 
most effective way is to tap the bleed 
hole to 5/16-inch, then thread a same- 
size Allen head screw into it — just be 





careful not to thread it in too far or the 
screw will stick down into the valve area 
and interfere with its movement. 

Now clean up the separator plate with 
solvent and blow dry. Locate both the 1- 
2 and 2-3 intermediate orifices. The 
stock 1-2 hole is .063 while the 2-3 hole is 
.089 — both should be enlarged to .125. 
As these allow the hydraulic fluid to 
pass through quicker once modified, 
more pressure will be applied faster to 
the clutch packs, and the resulting up- 
shifts will be more positive. For high 
performance applications, you can leave 
out the 1-2 check ball — this will 
accelerate the shift even faster, but is 
advisable only if you're running a hot 
engine and are looking to move out just 
as fast as possible without gutting the 
trans on the spot. There's one other 
modification to the separator plate, but 
we'll get to that in a moment. 


CLUTCH ASSEMBLIES 


The stock clutch plates are pressed 
paper bonded to metal, and while these 
are quite adequate for normal shifting 
under most circumstances, they really 
aren't durable enough for the kinds of 
uses we have in mind. So out they go, to 
be replaced with a set of waffle-pattern 
Raybestos-lined plates — could 
anything be easier? Before installing the 
new clutch plates, be sure to soak them 
for half an hour in transmission fluid. 
While you're at it, you might as well 
replace the steel plates at the same time, 
but if your pocketbook tells you to reuse 
them, deglaze the old plates by sanding 
all over with #220 emery paper. 

Simply installing the heavy-duty 
clutch plates will upgrade the forward 
and direct clutch sufficiently for most of 
the driving you'll probably be doing, but 
once again, and those with performance 
on their mind, there are two additional 
modifications to the forward clutch 
assembly that can be made to produce 
faster and more positive upshifts. While 
you have the clutch pack out, remove 
everything else from the drum. Measure 
carefully and use a punch to locate a 
series of holes around the center of the 
drum, spaced one to every other notch as 
shown in the accompanying picture. 
Drilling these holes out to 3/16-inch will 
allow the trans fluid to disperse quickly 
whenthe clutch is applied, and does 
away with those soft shifts into high that 
are characteristic of the Turbo 400. 


When you reinstall the drum com- 
ponents, leave out the center seal. At 


RIGHT—Use a grinding 
wheel to cut the outer land on 
the 1-2 shift valve flat on one 

side. 


this point, you'll have no reverse gear, so 
let's go back to the separator plate and 
locate the reverse orifice. Using a drill, 
enlarge it sufficiently to accept a metal 
rivet, which you'll install and cut off to 
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seal the reverse orifice. With the seal 
missing, trans fluid from the direct 
clutch line will now act on twice as much 
area when operating in third gear, and 
the same oil from the direct clutch line 
will also cause the trans to shift into 
reverse when the shift selector is moved 
to the R position. These two changes will 
make your 400 upshift like a race horse 
going into the stretch — smoothly, 
gracefully and fast! 


FRONT PUMP MODIFICATION 
Now go to the front pump and remove 





With the 1-2 shift valve modified in this way, 
you'll be able to shift into low gear safely at 
any speed—a big safety plus for emergen- 
cies. 





Use a tap and die set to thread the valve 
body bleed hole—this shuts off the oil bypass 
which locks the 1-2 valve in place. 





Forward and direct clutch plates are different 
in size; the smaller one shown is the direct 
clutch which operates third gear. The size 
difference should prevent any mixups if 
you're not familiar with the innards of an 
automatic. 


28 TRUCKIN’/JANUARY 1976 





the pressure regulator valve and spring. 
Throw away the stock spring and 
replace with a new one, GM part 
#1368714, and two C-shims, GM part 
48623368. Install the two shims behind 
the washer, then replace the regulator 
valve and spring. As the new spring is 
somewhat stiffer, you'll encounter a 
good deal of resistance in getting 
everything back into place so that you 
can snap the retaining clip into its 
groove, but if you're patient and resist 
the temptation to throw the whole mess 
in the trash can, you'll eventually 
succeed. 


FRONT SERVO ACCUMULATOR 


As the front servo accumulator 
cushions the shift action, let's see what 
we can do to reduce that tendency 
toward mushy shifting — but make this 
modification only if you're running a 
high performance engine. Remove the 
front servo accumulator piston and spr- 
ing, then replace the piston upside down 
without the spring. This helps speed up 
the controlled rate at which the direct 
clutch makes a smooth 2-3 shift. 


CHANGING SHIFT POINTS 


Operated by engine vacuum, the 
modulator unit varies the trans oil 
pressure, and so controls the shift 
points. The modulator assembly provid- 
ed by GM is non-adjustable, but it can 
be replaced with one manufactured by 
Detroit Transmission Products, which 
has an adjustment screw and locknut on 
the end. After installing this replace- 
ment modulator unit, you can raise or 
lower the shift points to suit your own 
particular requirements. Granted, the 
range of adjustment isn't all that great, 
but set properly and used in conjunction 
with the other modifications outlined 
above, it will give you more precise con- 
trol over how the transmission does its 
job. 

To replace the unit, simply loosen the 
attachment bolt and bracket, then pull 
the old modulator unit by hand. Fit an 
O-ring to the replacement unit and push 
it in place, then position the bracket and 
tighten its bolt. It's also a good idea to 
replace the vacuum hose which connects 
to the modulator. If the unit is to 
operate as designed, there must be no 
restriction of vacuum which is, by the 
way, one of the most common malfunc- 
tions with the Turbo 400. 

Factory adjusted to fit the 400, any 
adjustments you make to the Detroit 
Trans modulator should be done after 
the transmission has been remounted in 
the van. Be sure to check first for proper 
vacuum flow. With the engine idling, 
remove the hose at the modulator and 
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You can see the difference between the stock 
pressed paper and the waffle-patterned 
heavy-duty clutch plates we want to install. 
Be sure to soak new plates in trans fluid 
before using. 





For high performance applications, leave out 
the center seal in the direct clutch drum. 
You'll also have to drill out the reverse hole in 
the separator plate (and gasket) and plug it 
with a metal rivet. 





Drilling 3/16-inch holes in the direct clutch 
drum as shown here allows quicker fluid dis- 
persion and does away with those mushy 
shifts into third gear. 


listen 一 theengine should speed up. If it 
does not, you're getting insufficient. 
vacuum and the trans will not shift 
properly. If this is the case, check for a 
collapsed hose (not the problem if 
you’ve changed hoses as suggested) or 
other restrictions, and correct before try- 
ing to adjust the modulator. 

To alter the trans shift points, loosen 
the locknut on the end of the modulator 
assembly and lift the sealing washer 
before trying to turn the adjustment 
screw. For earlier shifting, turn the 
screw counterclockwise; for later shif- 
ting, turn it clockwise. The maximum 
adjustment in either direction is 2-1/2 
turns. Now push the sealing washer 
against the modulator and retighten the 
locknut after the desired adjustment has 
been made. 


FINISHING TOUCHES 


Actually, we got just a little ahead of 
ourselves. Having made the 
modifications and installed the new 


modulator unit, you should replace the 
forward and direct clutch packs, front 
pump and valve body, torquing to 
specifications as required. But take care 





RIGHT—If you forget to install 
this little gasket under the part- 
throttle downshift solenoid, your 
trans will not shift out of low 
gear. Also check the electrical 
connection for a tight fit while 
you're at it. 








Install the stiffer spring and two C-shims as 
described in the text and watch how front 
pump performance picks up. 





/f you've never been inside one of these before, 
you may be surprised to find a common finish 


head nail holding the shifter detent in place. 


Make sure it's there before you bolt everything 


back together; if not, install another of the 
same: 


LEFT—The front servo accumulator piston and 


spring is removed for high performance 
applications. Reverse the piston and reinstall 
without the spring to speed up 2-3 shift action. 





not to overtighten the valve body; 80-100 
inch-pounds is the limit. When you 
come to replace the downshift solenoid, 
be absolutely certain that you reinstall a 
new gasket; it's not unheard of to 
overlook this little item and if you do, 
the trans will not shift out of low gear. 
You should also install a double O- 
ring oil seal on the pickup tube to pre- 
vent it from leaking air, another quirk 
fairly common to the Turbo 400. Once 
you have the transmission reassembled 
and back in the van, fill it with fresh 
ATF and make certain that you change 
the fluid every 10,000-12,000 miles 
because of heat problems — this is an 
absolute must if you want to avoid fre- 
quent overhauls, as your transmission is 
now going to operate as smartly as a 
Marine color guard on parade, and this 
little bit of extra care is a small price to 
pay for the increased response and per- 
formance you'll get from it. 
Incidentally, if you're presently using 
a Turbo 350 but have been thinking 
about replacing it with a 400, here's an 
extra tip to save you more than enough 
to make the swap, at which time you can 
go through the bigger trans and upgrade 
it as we've outlined. Instead of picking 
up a used Chevy 400, look for one from a 
Pontiac. Other than the bolt-up pattern 
to the engine, it's the same identical 
unit but can be had at about 20-30 per- 
cent of the Chevy 400 — see what a 
difference the demand for a name 
makes? O.K., so how do you bolt it to 
your Chevy engine? Well, Mike just 
happens to have solved this problem 
with an adapter plate which he 
machines himself. Pick up the Pontiac 
Turbo 400, get an adapter plate from 
Mike and you're in business — all the 
way — and if you don't agree that the 
trans modifications discussed above will 
make the whole swap worthwhile, Mike 
will gladly refund you the cost of the 
adapter. It's a deal you can't pass up! 


The stock vacuum modulator at top can be replaced by the ad- 
Justable one by Detroit Transmission at the bottom to modify 
shift points via the adjustment screw. 





You can eliminate the tendency of the oil pickup tube to leak air 
by using double O-ring seals as shown. Replace the clutches, 
front pump and valve body, bolt up the oil pan and you're done. 
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utler fairgrounds, near Butler, 

Pennsylvania, was the scene of 

Remember Butler ’75. Around 3,- 
500 vans showed up and were greeted by 
the cooperative efforts of Three River 
Vans of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and 
Blue Water Vans of Hampton, Virginia. 
One sad note, however, was that the 
people in attendance were also greeted 
by much rain and more mud. 

Rain started coming down about the 
same time the first vans started arriving 
Thursday. Rain then came down almost 
steadily from Thursday night through 
Monday morning. Of course, Monday 
when things were all over, the sun 
started to shine through the clouds. But 
the rain did have two good benefits. All 
you had to do to get a shower was step 
out of your van. The rain also provided 
much of that slippery ingredient needed 
for the famous Butler mud slides. 

There were mud slides in abundance. 
But about the best mud slide noticed 
was by the campsites of Van Klan and 
East Coast Vans. This mud slide must 
have been at least 60 to 80 feet long. A 
large crowd gathered around as the mud 
slide participants became more and 
more expert at sliding. At one point they 
were seen actually diving onto or into 
the mud. Spectators were mildly sur- 
prised when two of the sliders came out 
of the mud, covered only in mud. It 
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seems they lost things on the way down. 
Shortly after this the crowd soon dis- 
appeared. The mud sliders were the 
direct cause of this. It seems the sliders 
decided to give everyone they could a big 
friendly bear hug! You talk about fast 
crowd disbursement, you should have 
seen this. One second there must have 
been a crowd of a few hundred spec- 
tators, the next second all that could be 


seen were about two dozen or so mud- 
covered people trying to find someone 
else to give a friendly bear hug. 

It’s difficult to believe that the 
township this event was held in is a 
“dry” township. What I mean by this is 
that they prohibit any sale of any 
alcoholic beverages. But regardless of 
this, many people did discover the pur- 
pose of the pretty red “Веег Van” that 
was seen occasionally cruising the 
grounds. Many people were pleasantly 
surprised to find that if you handed the 


who were there. x 


persons inside this van an empty mug, it 
was quickly returned in a not-so-empty 
state, FREE! 

One thing that did go away nearly 
empty was an airplane. The plane was 
there for the possibility of airplane rides. 
But, to the dismay of many, the pilot 


BELOW-—Mud was the д?аег of the 
weekend as you can see on this Ford van. 
Bad weather didn't bother too many vanners. 








Many vans had some far out murals | 
This one on Dynomite is very interesting. 





BUTLER 75 


Lots of rain, and mud were remembered by all 





Bill Bergman, Jim Ciampini 


photography 


EARLY CHEVY 

1st Tom Myers 

2nd Linda Snyder 
3rd Steve Piseonski 
EARLY FORD 

1st Donald Johnson 
2nd Bob Downer 
3rd Carl Ferst 


SHOW RESULTS 


EARLY DODGE 
1st Al Durovre 
2nd Ron Duquay 
LATE CHEVY 
1st Tom Reinhart 
2nd Pete Spalleto 
3rd Terry Harley 


LATE FORD 

1st Barry Denocota 
2nd Bill Weimer 
3rd Arnold Collier 
LATE DODGE 

1st Jim Estep 

2nd John Stepp 
3rd Dave Sparks 


REAR ENGINE — Sugar Bear, (West Virginia Vans) 
BEST ENGINE COMP. — Arnold Collier 
BEST PAINT — Jim Estep (Allegheny Mt. Vans) 
MOST UNIQUE — Tom Reinhart 
UGLIEST — Dingo (Long Island Van Enthusiasts) 


ACTIVITIES 


BLIND DRIVERS CONTEST (VANKHANA) 


1st Dorothy Lawrence 


2nd Dick Norowski 


3rd Terry Lawrence 


1st Frank Sportelli 
2nd Ron Turner 


SHORT WHEEL BASE 


TIME CLUB 


2:22 . Northern Ohio Van Assn. 
3:14 . Toledo Truckers 
3:45 . Northern Ohio Van Assn. 


LONG WHEEL BASE 


5:03 . Three River Vans 
5:33 . Northern Ohio Van Assn. 


VAN ON A ROPE EARLY SHORT WHEEL BASE 





1st Doug Fountain 
2nd Dingo 


LATE SHORT 


1:01 . Custom Coaches 
3:25 . Long Island Van Enthusiasts 


1st Mongo 1:01 Allegheny Mountain Vans 
VAN PUSH — Manor Van Club Independents — 17.5 sec. 


VOLLEYBALL — Blue Water Vans 


GARBAGE CONTEST 


1st Place — Buckeye Vans Assn. 
2nd Place — Delaware Bay Vans 


soon found that a wet muddy field is not 
the most desirable airstrip. It turned out 
that soon after the plan managed to lift 
itself out of the mud, the field filled with 
incoming vans. After getting the plane 
airborne, the pilot, was then able to do 
some amazing stunt flying before retur- 
ning to his home airport. 

Gary Gerlach and Bernie Smith of 
Jersey Star Truckers did something that 
was in no way a stunt. They were 
married Sunday, August 31, at high 
noon, while at Remember Butler ’75. It's 
nice to see two people feel so strongly 
about each other, their van club, and 
vanning in general that they tie it all 
together in опе memory. 
Congratulations and good truckin’ Gary 
and Bernie. 

Tenderbutt, a rock group from 
Buckeye Van Assn., will probably have 
memories of this wedding. You see, 
Tenderbutt provided the music for the 
marriage. Tenderbutt wasn’t the only 
group slated to play over the weekend. 
The two best known bands out of the 
eight bands scheduled to play were the 
Daylight Band and the group known as 
Silver. A lot of credit has to be given the 
bands. Several of the groups were 
shocked as rain blew in under the roof of 
the stage area and shorted some of the 
equipment. 

There wasn’t a shortage though, when 





it came to give-aways and club raffles. 
There was a surprising amount of club 
participation in the form of club booths. 
It’s nice to see an event where clubs are 
welcome to participate in such a way 
that they can benefit. One thing that 
wasn’t seen, and was really missed was 
the fireworks. A big fireworks display 
was scheduled for Sunday night. 
However, it was too wet and too cloudy 
for the fireworks, would you believe! 
That liquid sunshine known as Butler 
mud and rain does have definite draw- 
backs. 

But then, what would Butler be 
wthout mud? Butler '75 was certainly 
one thing, proof that vanners are great 
people that can enjoy themselves under 
any conditions — even rain and mud!!! 


TOP—What's a van happening without a 
van push as one event? Here are some guys 
from Bluewater Vans doing their best. 


ABOVE—Anyone for Mud-of-War? At left 
is group from Long Island Van Enthusiasts, 
pulling against Allegheny Mountain Vans. 


BELOW—The winners of the Garbage con- 
test was Buckeye Vans Association. Shown 
is just part of the trash this club gathered. 


BOTTOM —One activity that was fun to 
watch was the Van on the Rope trick. 
Here's an entry from Vantastiks. 
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few months ago, while John Peter- 

son was selling a van at McCoy Ford 

(where he works), he met a Ford 
representative. He really liked the van 
that was being sold, but said there’s no 
way to do the same custom treatment to 
a long nose 75 Ford van, and make it 
look good. Well, John immediately 
made a bet with the rep, saying he’ll 
come up with a '75 that’ll look super. 

With the okay from the honchos at 
McCoy, John made a few phone calls to 
some local shops to see if they could help 
out with the project. In between calls, he 
wrote down what he wanted and even 
drew some sketches. The project took six 
months from start to finish, and as you 
can see, it’s definitely one sharp looking 
machine, with waterfall and all. 

The first things which went on the van 
were flares. Jerry McLeroy of Imgainary 
Glass needed a ’75 Ford van so he could 
make a set of his new ‘‘Mudflares.” So 
after about a week, the prototypes were 
done, installed, and molded in, along 


with the spoiler. After this, Cliff Little 
smoothed down the body and then 
applied red flake mixed with epoxy. The ` 
finishing touches were a little gold leaf 
designs, as well as pinstriping. 

When it was time for the interior, . 
John got together with Dave Perez of 
Falcon Custom Vans in the nearby city 
of Orange. They spent many hours 
designing something that would be 
plush, and at the same time blow some 
minds. 

Red crushed velvet panels were 
fabricated, then installed, without using 
any screws too. A Spanish motif was 
planned so dark wood paneling, as well 
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as wrought iron decor were installed. To 
really freak out the show judges, and 
onlookers, a miniature waterfall was 
mounted on the floor. Other niceties 
include multi-color bedspread, mirrors, 
black shag carpet, and real plants. 

In the drive's compartment, there is 
more red crushed velvet on the high 
back seats, door panels, and around the 
sunroof. The quality of this entire in- 
terior is super; Dave did a fantastic Job 
with this one. 

After checking out this van from top 
to bottom, inside and out, you must 
agree that it is one well detailed van. In 
two months of existence, it has won two 
first place trophies. John Peterson must 
be congratulated for coming up with a 
super “Red Onion.” He told us the Ford 
rep doesn't come around anymore. 
Wonder why? 
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model: Sandy Peterson 


Anaheim, California 


"ord. 
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by Curt Glass 








It’s engine swap time; 
how about a 327 with turbo 400? 


couple of years ago Greg Friwell traded in his old '55 

Chevy with a big rat motor for a small Luv pick-up. He 

soon found he liked the convenience of the pick-up, 
but missed the power he previously enjoyed. 

Figuring the ways to get more power, without taking on 
more payments, Greg thought about rebuilding his little four 
banger and adding some speed equipment to it, or replacing it 
completely. With what? If he were to drop in a six cylinder, he 
would have economy, but very little increased power. So he 
decided to use a used small block Chevy (327) with a turbo 
400 transmission. 

Greg needed some help with this engine swap, so Tom 
McMullen and I offered our assistance. We have a garage 


LUV FOR YOUR 


with an engine hoist, and all the necessary tools, so it really 
wouldn't be too difficult. 

To eliminate wiring shorts, the battery was disconnected 
and removed. Next came the removal of all external con- 
nected accessories; wires, hoses, shift linkage, throttle linkage 
and drive shaft. Everything was labeled for easy identifica- 
tion. The only three items left were to disconnect the exhaust 
system, unbolt the front and rear motor mounts, and remove 
the radiator. 

This is where the fun began. We were working in a garage 
that had an engine hoist attached to a cross beam. With the 
engine about half-way out, we had to remove the fan blades. 
They hit the radiator support. Then the engine oil pan would 


Here's Mike making the final preparations before removing 
the stock engine. It wouldn't lift high enough so the front 
wheels had to be removed to allow clearance. Finally having 
the clearance needed, Tom and his son complete the 
removal of the old engine. Photo at left shows a clear view 
of what the two engines look like side by side. Because the 
V8 has an automatic, and the Luv a four speed, both engines 
are very close in overall size and weight. When removing 
wires and hoses, make sure to label them for easy 
identification. Clean and paint the engine compartment. 








not clear the radiator support. We took a step back and con- 
templated the problem, if the engine won’t go any higher, the 
truck will have to go down. No problem, we just jacked up the 
truck, and then removed the wheels. We were able to lower 
the truck far enough, so that the engine would clear. 

We then hooked up the new engine/trans assembly and 
lowered it into position. Next came the aligning of the engine 
from side to side. Care must be taken in getting it as centered 
as possible. Leveling of the engine is extremely critical. If it is 
not leveled correctly from side to side and from front to rear, 
you may have float problems in the carburetor. 

Some ingenuity had to be used in the making of the front 
and rear motor mounts. The front mounts were fairly simple. 
We used the stock Luv mounts, and bolted them to '72 Chevy 
suburban wagon mounts. The only thing left to do now was to 
make an adapter plate to connect the dual mounts to the 
original frame. The rear mount was next. We used the stock 
Chevy rear mount and mounted it on the Luv crossmember. 

With the engine in place, we measured the length of the 
drive shaft. The rear four inches from the Luv drive shaft had 
to be connected to the front section of the Chevy drive shart. 
To do this, we went to Henry's Machine Shop in Bellflower. 

Relocating the battery was probably one of the easiest of 
the chores to accomplish. The most logical place to put the 
battery was behind the driver's seat. A plastic marine box 
and a 14 foot positive battery cable were the only two new 
items that had to be bought. Grounding the negative cable, 
we extended the secondary positive cable behind the engine 
to the starter solenoid. Reconnecting the ground straps com- 
pleted the operation. 

With the motor mounts in place, the stock fuel pump 
wouldn't fit. We went to a block off plate for the engine and 
installed an electric fuel pump. We mounted it on the right 
fender well and used a jumper from the coil. All of the stock 
fuel lines and clamps were used. The center bar over the 
radiator was removed so that the radiator could be moved 





room on both sides for the exhaust system. 


RIGHT—Leveling of the engine from side to side and from front to 
rear is also extremely important. If the engine is not level, there is a 


possibility that there will be float problems. 


ABOVE —It is super critical that you have the engine centered from 
side to side, both in the front and the rear. This will allow even 


ABOVE—The 327 Chevy 
slips into the engine compart- 
ment easier than the old 
engine was extracted. Be sure 
to put the tail of the trans on 
top of the rear crossmember 
before it's too late. 


RIGHT—This is what the 
motor mount looks like after 
you have bolted a '72 Chevy 
suburban wagon mount to the 
stock Luv mount. 


BELOW—This adapter plate 
was made to connect the dual 
mounts to the original align- 
ment on the frame. 


T 
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MORE LUV FORYOUR 
MONEY 


forward six inches. A six bladed plastic fan was used, the ends 
of which had to be shortened four inches. The fan shroud was 
removed so the radiator could fit in very nicely. Using the 
stock radiator hoses for the Luv, we cut them off the length of 
the radiator outlets. This made the top and bottom outlets 
large enough to accept the stock Chevy 1-1/2 inch top hose 
and 1-7/8 inch bottom. The heater hoses were extended across 
the top of the engine to the original V8 connections. 

To mount an alternator, we used the stock Chevy adjust- 
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ment bracket, exhaust manifold and stock Chevy belt. The 
stock Luv alternator and wires were used. 

From here it was just a matter of tying up loose ends. The 
tachometer had tobe changed from 4 to 8 cylinders. A new oil 
filter was installed. The trans dip stick was bent to fit the 
contour of the new floorboard. Using a stock Chevy cable 
shifter, we offset it so that it would miss the console. After we 
cut a hole in the side of the floorboard, the shifter bolted into 
place with no further modifications. The stock Luv 
speedometer cable was used. The only modification that was 
done to it was to square the end so that it would fit into the 
Chevy trans. We also added a transmission cooler ahead of 
the radiator. 

Then we bolted in the driveshaft. With everything com- 
pleted, we added water, oil, and trans fluid. We’re doing 


LEFT—An electric fuel pump mounted to the firewall very nicely. A 
jumper from the original coil supplies power. The stock fuel lines 
and clamps from the Luv can be used. 





ABOVE—The ends of the fan have to be shortened by ap- 
proximately four inches. The front radiator support has to be cut out 
to allow the radiator to be moved forward, also approximately four 
inches. 


LEFT—The radiator will slip in very easily. Be sure before 
bolting the radiator in place, the bottom outlet is not resting 
on the frame and a hose will be able to slide all the way onto 
the outlet. 


BELOW—With the radiator bolted in place, cut the stock 
Luv hoses off the length of the outlets. These will act as 
spacers so that stock Chevy hoses can be used. 











good; there’s trans fluid leaking all over the garage, because 
of a soft plug. We discovered a leak in the water pump too. 
After we got all of the leaks stopped, we thought we were 
ready to fire-up. As with anything that you get used, you’re 
going to have your share of problems; the starter solenoid was 
bad. Finally, we got everything fixed and were ready to try 
again. After a few cranks, we are able to get it started. Tuned 
and timed properly, it runs likea champ. It doesn’t seem to be 
overheating even with the stock radiator, but if it does, we 
have plenty of room both forward and back to install a thicker 
core. 

We took it out for a test drive, and found we had the power 
we were looking for, but we have a new problem. We have 
more power than we can use. The tires smoke easily. What do 
we do now? 





ABOVE—A stock Chevy cable shifter is very adaptable and 
eliminates a lot of troublesome shift linkage. 


RIGHT—The engine fits in so well that it looks like a factory 
option. We're very pleased with this engine swap. 


BELOW—This is one Luv that will get up and move. So next 
time you pull along side of a stock looking Luv, you might think 
twice before trying to race him. 





ABOVE—The stock Luv alternator was used, because both 
engines utilize 12 volt systems. The heater hoses can go 
across the front of the engine for easy installation. 










TRUCKIN'/JANUARY 1976 39 





photography: Robert K. Smith 


Bobby Ramey 
Spring, Texas 
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At the Street Machine/Van Nationals, we spotted this super clean ‘56 Ford 
pickup. Owner Bobby Ramey, president of Texas Street Machines, and a few 
club members drove out to the event. This ‘73 Lincoln colored (copper moon 
dust) pickup was painted by the owner, with tailgate artwork by Babe. In 
engine compartment is a rebuilt 62 Olds 394 incher. It sports 780 Holley 
carb, Mallory ignition, and chrome accessories. Horsepower is transmitted 
through a three speed Olds hydro, and then to '66 Ford rear end. Under hood, 
or should we say underside of hood, there are some flames painted. Suspen- 
sion mods include reworked springs up front, two leaves removed from each 
rear spring, Gabriel Red Rider shocks all around. US Indy wheels and Mickey 
Thompson tread add to looks of truck. Gene McCulloch of Houston did a fan- 
tastic job with diamond tufting of door panels, and seat. Other interior 
goodies are '63 Olds pedals, Grant steering wheel, and SW gauges. Out of 
five shows, truck took four firsts. 
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With the right setup，they can better 


performance，fuel economy，and emissions level. 





ctober 1973 brought a starting 

change for almost every American. 

No longer were we the invulnerable 
breed that many thought we were. 
Nope. The Arabs took care of that with 
their oil embargo. Within minutes, we 
came to realize that we could not use all 
the oil we wanted — at our prices. No 
way. The tables were changed, and the 
prices became a factor which the sheiks 
and other bearded sultan types of the 
land of 1001 Arabian nights determined. 
Whether or not the oil companies were 
behind this monetary slaughter house, 
we will not get into. But as your credit 
card looks up at you every time you 
purchase gas for your van and gives a 


snide smile, you know very well that the 
price hike affects you. 

Since there is not much we can do to 
alter the price of gasoline, we can at 
least help ourselves out by using less of 
it as possible. This comes in the tune of 
fuel economy, something many say is 
not possible with a large van that seems 
to lumber along the road just looking for 
the next gas station in which to stop for 
a drink. 

.But then, you say, improving gas 
mileage sometimes comes at the expense 
of another important crisis that we are 
facing today — air pollution. Right. 
Many already know that the malicious 
smog devices on the engines coming 


from Detroit can rob precious miles per 
gallon from any engine. By simply dis- 
connecting parts of these systems, 
mileage can be vastly improved — at the 
risk of getting a ticket for polluting the 
air needlessly. But if everybody did this, 
the air would be so filled with emission 
pollutants that the entire country would 
be in shambles. So that solution is 
definitely out. 

Another ‘solution to improve fuel 
economy is by altering the engine, so 
that it performs more efficiently. This is 
sometimes hard to do, due mainly to the 
smog devices that we talked about. 
Some vehicles have the devices running 
throughout the system, from intake all 
the way through to the exhaust system. 
Changing parts of this system is against 
the law in most states. So what do we 
do? 

Truckin’ decided to do a little experi- 


EXHAUST SYSTENTS 


CAN ШПРВОРЕ YOUR VAN 


by Dain Gingerelli 











ment using a van to improve mileage. It 
was a rather simple test, in which we 
| bolted on some Hooker Headers to а 
| Dodge 318 van. Headers аге one of the 
| easiest and most efficient ways in which 
to increase the performance of any auto 
| or truck engine. 

| The principle of а header exhaust 
system is to extract the exiting gases 
from the combustion chamber as quick- 
ly and smoothly as possible. The way 
headers work is simple. The burnt gases 
from the combustion chamber are forced 
out the exhaust port after combustion. 
As they flow out the exhaust manifold, 
they form a stream, which empties into 
the collector box of the header system. 
The collector box is shaped to help 
scavenge the outflowing exhaust gases, 
without creating much interference. As 
the stream reaches the end of the collec- 
tor box, and heads to the single pipe 
leading to the muffler, it helps draw the 
next exhaust charge from the succeeding 
combustion chamber. 

A stock manifold on most Detroit 
engines empties the burnt gases into a 
| single manifold апа pipe，leaving Ше 
Í exhaust stream to find its own way out 
the tailpipe system, reducing the ef- 
| ficiency of the entire system. 
| A good header system will actually 
| increase the idle speed of an engine if the 
carburetor is not reset. This is because of 
the increased exhaust flow, which per- 
mits more intake to fill the combustion 
chamber on the intake stroke. Racers 
found this out years ago, and only in the 
past few years have the same rules been 
applied to street application. ^ 

Getting back to our test, we wanted to 
see the actual improvement of a header 
system versus that of the stock system 














ABOVE 一 /mn order to fit on the 
AAA dyno, the stock wheels and 
tires were used. All mileage 
readings were taken from this. 


ABOVE RIGHT—The exhaust 
gases from the header/muffler 
pipes were routed into hoses, 
which led to large bag to analize 
for emissions. 


RIGHT—Using the Urban Cycle, 
the "driver" uses a graph in front 
of him to determine when and 
how much to use the accelerator 
pedal. 


BELOW 一 4/ those hoses lead to 
large bags that collect the 
emissions for testing. Here, the 
dual exhaust with stock manifold 
is tested. 
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EXHAUST SYSTEITIS 


as Supplied by Dodge. Since we were in 
effect altering the engine, we also were 
curious to see what effect this would 
have on the emissions on the engine. 

To do this, we called up Hooker 
Headers, and asked their cooperation. 
They were more than willing to work 
with us in this project. Next, we needed 
a test lab. The Automobile Club of 
Southern California (AAA) volunteered 
their research laboratory for the test. 
AAA does testing on all the automobiles 
sold in this country, working with many 
outside agencies, to see if all engines 
meet the required pollution laws, and at 
the same time take mileage samples for 
the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA). With AAA’s help, we would find 
the new gas mileage obtainable from the 
headers, as well as look at the emissions 
change. 

First thing was to have a baseline test 
of the engine in stock form. This we did, 
running the 318 V-8, equipped with a 


44 TRUCKIN’/JANUARY 1976 





two barrel carburetor and single exhaust 
system. The test we followed was the 
Urban Cycle of the CVS test as used by 
the EPA. This is a predescribed 
simulated city-country run of the van on 
a dynomometer. The driver has a graph 
chart in front of him which dictates 
when and how much to step on the gas 
pedal. The test takes about twenty 
minutes, and is supposed to.simulate 
driving under all conditions prevalant 
on the highway and city streets. 

To measure fuel economy, the gas line 
is tapped, with a predetermined amount 
used. The emissions are measured by 
connecting the exhaust pipe(s) to a 
series of bags that feed into a computer. 
This is then analyzed, and translated 
into another graph, which the lab men 
at AAA read, transposing into common 
language. It all sounds very intricate, 
but AAA has it all down to a routine. 

After running the van on the baseline 
test, we then went to Hooker Headers in 


LEFT—When the test is 
completed, the technicians 
use large test machines to 
analize the emissions, 
checking for carbon 
monoxide, hydrocarbons, 
and oxides of nitrogen; the 
three contaminates from 
an engine. 


BELOW—The final read 
out comes from this tape 
and graph machine. The 
graph is then put through 
а computed card system, 
for the final figures. The 
whole system, sounds 
complicated, but AAA has 
it all worked out. 


Ontario, California, for a set of headers 
and dual exhausts. We then went back 
to AAA for another comparison test. The 
results were rather surprising, to say the 
least. 

The baseline test revealed the Dodge 
van that we had was pretty much out- 
side the limits of the law. There are 
three things in which we are concerned 
when measuring emissions — carbon 
monoxide (co), hydrocarbons (HC), and 
oxides of nitrogen (NOx). These are the 
three baddies that add up to smog, when 
all the dust settles. The EPA has laid 
down the rules for emissions from all 
vehicles sold in this country. For our 
Dodge van, which had the 6000 gross 
vehicle weight, we did not have to have 
the catalytic converter, thus standards 
are not as high as for vehicles with the 
sub-6000 GVW. Our goal (and standard) 
was 20.0 grams per mile of carbon 
monoxide, 2.0 gm/mi of hydrocarbon, 
and 2.0 gm/mi of oxides of nitrogen. 

Looking at the chart, you can see that 
the van didn’t even meet the standards 
in stock form! CO doubled, we were .734 
over in HC, and NOX more than 
doubled. This told us that the standards, 
as set by the EPA were strict, to say the 
least. There was nothing done to the 
engine before the test to warrant it 
failing (at least none that we knew 
about, or could figure out). So with our 
heads hung low, we began to test the 
system with the headers. 

Quite a surprise, as we discovered that 
the system got an improvement or 
remained about the same in emissions. 
The improvement came in CO, which 











dropped 5.224 gm/mi. HC and NOX 
remained virtually about the same. 

The headers, then, seemed to improve 
the emissions of the engine somewhat. 
Next, we wanted to see the improve- 
ment in gas mileage. The dyno would 
also tell us the difference. 

The baseline test showed the 318 to be 
a bit of a gas guzzler, taking 11.187 miles 
to drink one gallon of gasoline during the 
Urban Cycle test. With the headers, it 
was upped to 12.100 miles per gallon, 
just about a mile increase. 

Although we couldn’t measure the 
increase or decrease in exhaust 
emissions without the machine, we 
could check the mileage under actual 
conditions. So we decided to do an on- 
the-road test for our own evaluation of 
the fuel economy, which was the main 
reason for the test. We were after the 
absolute best economy run we could, 
which meant that we would have to 
drive the van at a constant speed over a 
given length of time. To keep the test 
valid, we topped it off at the same gas 
station, ran at the same speed during 
the same time of day, and ended up at 
the same gas station for the second fill 
up. Running a total of 245 miles, the 
stock van registered 12.9 miles per 
gallon. With the headers, this was in- 
creased to 14.9. That is a complete two 
miles per gallon better, which isn’t bad 
at all. 

After all the playing was done, Hooker 
invited us to run one more test, if we 
wished. It would be a compromise of the 
two systems — stock exhaust manifolds, 
with dual exhaust pipes from Hooker. 
We didn’t have an opportunity to test 
the emissions using this system, but we 
did run a dyno test for fuel economy. 
The results were 11.301 miles per gallon. 
On the road, running the same distance 
as the other two tests, the van got 13.4 
miles per gallon. 

What does all this tell us? One, that 
there is much room for improvement on 
today’s exhaust systems from Detroit for 
better fuel economy. And two, with a 
little work, you can improve the fuel 
economy and emissions level for your 
van with a simple bolt-on operation. 

There is even more room for improve: 
ment, but these were just a couple that 
we discovered. We didn’t even mess with 
the intake system, nor did we touch the 
ignition timing. These are two very 
critical areas in which emissions can be 
reduced, and fuel economy increased. 
But for now, any Sierra Club member 
who thinks our van is a gas drinking, 
smog pumping box can go suck on a cold 
ice cube because he is fuel of his own 
horse stuff. 


RIGHT—Three systems were 
tested; stock manifold with single 
exhaust pipe, stock manifold with 
duals, and the Hooker Headers 
with dual exhaust pipes. Shown 
is tailpipe of duals with stock 
manifold. 


BELOW—The Hooker Headers 
use equal length pipes from each 
exhaust port to the junction at 
the collector box. Equal length is 
for proper timing of the exhaust 
gases as they head to the collector. 


BOTTOM—The collector box 
design is essential to the perfor- 
mance of the system. As the gas- 
es enter the box, they help to pull 
the following charge through. Ef- 
ficiency is then improved by 
easier breathing. 





PERFORMANCE CHART 


Standards 


co 20.0 gm/mi 
HC 2.0 gm/mi 
2.0 gm/mi 


NOX 


Fuel consumption N.A. 


Mi./gallon 


Baseline 


40.990 gm/mi 
2 734 gm/mi 
4.579 gm/mi 


11.187 
(dyno test) 
12.9 

(road test) 





Headers Duals 


35.776 gm/mi 
2.783 gm/mi 
4.593 gm/mi 


No test 
No test 
No test 


12.100 
(dyno test) 
14.9 

(road test) 


11.301 
(dyno test) 
13.4 

(road test) 
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In Northern California, there are quite a few 
nice looking late model Chevy stepsides. In 

San Jose, there's one that just got 

finished; it's a '73 owned by Dario Espinoza. 

He wanted this truck to be simple, yet have it 
turn some heads wherever he went. After saving 
some coins, he went to see Arnold Tobias for 
some bodywork and paint. Arnold who does this sort 
of stuff on the side, took his time with 

Dario's truck; he did everything right in his 
home garage. (If you saw this truck at a 

show or outing, you'd think it was painted at a 
shop.) There are quite a few body mods 


which make this truck stand out. For example, 

the taillights are sunken in the rear fenders. 

They are parking lights from a ‘73 Mustang. Another 
interesting thing, all the modling around the lights 
is done in lead; Arnold doesn't like to use any 
plastic filler. Take a look at the door handles, 

they came from a ‘73 Riviera. Up front, there 

are a pair of '65 Grand Prix parking lights. 

On the right rear fender, Arnold grafted on a gas 
fill door from a '64 Impala, and reworked the tank 
fill so it could be filled through the fender. 

Another neat item is the electric antenna just 
behind the passenger door, with a little molding 

of course. Other mods include filled stake pockets, 
and '68 Grand Prix back-up lights mounted in the 
rear bumper. When these trick mods were finished, 
Arnold cherried out the body, primered it, and 

then applied silver paint, with red pearl. 

Man, is the paint job something else. Dario wanted 
to lower the truck a bit so he cut two coils out 

of the front, and used 3-inch lowering blocks for 
the rear. To fill the wheel wells, a set of four 

15 x 10-inch Ansens were mounted, with 50 series 
Goodyears all around. For dependability, the 

motor was kept pretty much stock, with the 
addition of some chrome accessories, as well as 

a detailed engine compartment. In the cab, it's 
very nice. '65 Caddy seats were redone in black, 
along with the rest of the interior. All this 

was done at Dave's Upholstery. Check out custom 
steering wheel, and floor mounted AM/FM/tape deck. 
Oh yes, let's not forget the super detailed hand 
painted mural on the front of the bed. Dario 

spent many hours on this one; nice job too. 
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There are things that you probably 


never even gave a second thought to. 


TOP—Most public scales will be able to 
weigh your van. This will help in deter- 
mining the load weight it can carry. 


ABOVE—Knowing the exact height of your 
van may prevent you from eliminating your 
top scoop. A quick measurement is good. 


RIGHT—CB antennas are also a 
troublesome thing to vanners who like to 
drive under low overheads. Use caution 
here. 
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wnership of a van is just half the 

battle to maintaining it. There are 

many other responsibilities that 
must also be considered when you take 
possession of the keys to your van. 

Since most non-commercial vans are 
generaly customized in one way or 
another, the van is different than the 
day it rolled off the assembly line and 
onto the transporting truck to the 
dealer. Modifying the van, as many of us 
have done, creates problems; some of 
which you may never have even thought 
of. All of this might sound elementary, 
but in reality, there are many vanners 
that mistreat their vans, simply because 
they do not know their van inside and 
out. 

With that, let's look at a few specific 
areas of the makeup of a van, to get a 
better understanding on the how's and 
why's of a van. There are several things 
to cover, such as gross vehicle weight, 
axle load limits, aad a few other less im- 
portant, yet commonly overlooked 
problems. 

First, let's consider gross vehicle 
weight, or GVW as it is commonly called 
in the industry. Gross vehicle weight is 
exactly what it implies, the gross weight 
of the vehicle. Most manufacturers label 
the GVW somewhere on the vehicle. 
This label is posted on the inside door 
jam, or on the underneath of the hood. 
By simply looking at the label, you can 
determine just what the gross vehicle 
weight for your van is. 

But knowing the GVW is no good un- 
less you know the specific weight of your 
van. The specific weight of the van, add- 
ed to the load weight that you are carry- 
ing equals the gross vehicle weight. So it 
is a good thing to find out the weight of 
your van dry. You can do this at most 
any public scale. Public scales can be 
located by looking in the yellow pages 
(where else?). Or you can go to most 
scrap metal dealers or truck weigh 
stations. 

After you weigh the van, subtract this 
weight from the GVW. This will tell you 
approximately how much of a load you 
can carry in your van. This information 
comes in handy after you have customiz- 
ed the van with a trick interior, and 
some body work. All this stuff alone does 
not add up to much weight, but taken in 
one package, as it is in your van, will 
greatly increase the laden weight of your 
van, thus decreasing the possible load 
weight it can carry. 

Gross vehicle weight is not the only 
thing to check. Axle weight is also im- 
portant. Your van has four wheels, and 
two axles. It is designed to spread the 
load to both axles, preventing any 
damage by overweight. One axle 



































ABOVE—Custom wheels and tires can 
alter the speedometer reading. Also be sure 
the custom hub nuts fit your lug wrench. 


BELOW—To find the manufacturer's 
suggested GVW of your van, look on the 
door jam, or underneath the hood. 


BOTTOM—This equipment identification 
record is located on the underneath side of 
the hood, telling all about the van. 


BELOW RIGHT—Front spoilers can create 
a hassle when driving into low driveways, 
or parking next to curbs. 


EQUIPMENT IDENTIFICATION 


MODEL WHEEL BASÉ 1 


IF SPECIAL EQUIPMENT (DENOTED BY € DIGIT CODE NO) AFFECTS REPLACEMENT PARTS. 
INCLUDE VIN. EQUIPMENT БАОЏР „АМО SPEGIAL EQUIPMENT CODE NO. ON PARTS ORDER 


* Я 
IMPORTANT ~ RETAIN THIS PLATE AS A PERMANENT REGORD 


ee NE 


мири ара ee мина 


couldn’t possibly carry the full gross 
vehicle weight of the van. For this 
reason, the manufacturers have broken 
down the GVW into gross axle weights 
also. This, too, is labeled with the GVW 
on the door jamb or underside of the 
hood. Like the GVW, it is just a rating 
by the manufacturer, so as not to 
overload the axles, causing premature 
bearing wear, or breaking the springs. 
Something not too many vanners 
realize is the speedometer gearing. Most 
speedos are driven off the rear wheel. 
You can prove this to yourself by placing 
the rear tires in a patch of water on 
slippery cement. Put the transmission in 
low gear, then accelerate hard. If you 
look at the speedometer, it will probably 
register 65 or 70 mph, while still stan- 
ding, still spinning the rear tires! 
Since most custom vans have larger 
tires on the rear, the speedometer 
calibration is affected. The larger 
diameter tire will turn less revolutions at 
the same speed as will the original 
equipment tires that came with the van 
from the factory. The slower rotating 
tire will give a false speedometer 
reading. In plain language, the 
speedometer needle will be reading less 
than the van is actually traveling. Many 
a vanner has received a ticket from the 
local constables because he was 
speeding, although according to his 
speedometer, he was doing the speed 
limit. The best way to correct this is to 
have the speedometer calibrated. There 
are speedometer shops that can do this. 
If your rear tires are too wide to fit on 
the calibration dyno, you can do a check 
by yourself. One way is to mark off a 
mile, two mile, and three mile stretch of 
road using your OEM tires. This will 
give you a good indication as to the 
calibration of your speedo as it arrived 
from the factory. When you get your new 
custom tires on your van, go out to the 
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same stretch of road, and take an 
odometer reading to compare to the 
OEM reading you made previously. 

As an example, say your new reading 
said 9/10 of a mile, as compared to the 1 
mile mark set on the OEM tires. This 
means that a custom tire gives a 10% 
change in the speedometer reading. To 
figure this, simply subtract the new 
reading from the old one. Take readings 
for the second and third mile, to be sure 
it is consistent. 

Changing this to common practice, 
your van will be traveling at 55 miles per 
hour when it is actually reading 50. 10% 
of 50 is 5, so add that to your speedo 
reading, and you get 55. 

If you have smaller diameter tires, the 
opposite effect will happen, and you will 
be driving slower than your speedometer 
is actually reading. Make the same test 
to determine the recalibration. 

The height of the van can also create 
some unsuspecting headaches for 
vanners. After super scoops, CB radio 
antenna, and any other paraphernalia, 
the overall height of the van is in- 
creased. This may not sound like too big 
a problem, but sometimes a van will 
enter with all its vitals, pass under a low 
overhead and get castrated along the 
way. First to go under these cir- 
cumstances is the roof scoop and anten- 
na. À wing on the rear will also tend to 
leave itself. The best thing a vanner can 
do to prevent this is measure with an old 
fashion tape measure, the height of his 
van. This includes the roof scoop and 
antenna, so he will know exactly what 
the overhead limit is which he can drive 
his van. 

These are just a few things that many 
vanners never even think about, and as 
a consequence, formulate troubles later 
on. With a little time, and care, you can 
prevent them from happening to your 
van. 
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Anyone for a show quality Four-By? Here's a premium example 
done up nicely. It's a ‘75 Chevy with about four grand sunk into 
it besides the original price. The engine is a 350 with Hooker 
headers, oil cooler, remote oil filter, and Corvette valve covers. 
Trans is a three-speed. Tom removed all the stock suspension 
and replaced it with some heavy duty stuff, and at the same 
time detailed everything. Dual shocks are used at all four cor- 
ners. For off-roading, a set of Firestone All Terrain tires were 
mounted to slotted mag wheels. Paint is stock red, with accen- 


ting panels done in yellows, pinstriping, all done by Ron 
Foreman of Ron's Colorworks in Pomona. Four-By goodies in- 
clude roll bar, push bar, fog lights, guards. Interior is pretty 
much stock, with the exception of CB radio, digital clock, and 
added gauges. Inside and out, as well as underneath, this truck 
is spotless. Details can be seen throughout; check out the bull 
dog on hood. Tom's daughter, Debbie Freeman, was pleased to 
pose with her dad's outasight 4X4. Lots of elbow grease (by the 
entire family) is spent on cleaning up this trick truck. 
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by Robert K. Smith 
The San Jose chapter did a fine job 
with their second annual event. 
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n northern California, the truck 

scene is pretty strong. In fact, there 

are quite a few clubs that cater to the 
various models of trucks around. One of 
these clubs is the California Stepsides, 
which has a few chapters. To show what 
kinds of trucks are being customized, 
the San Jose chapter of the California 
Stepsides decided to have a one-day 
show. It was open to any kind of truck 
with a pickup bed. The show took place 
at Uvas Meadows, a park and recreation 
area in Morgan Hill, just south of San 
Jose. This was the second annual event 
for the San Jose chapter so they were 
hoping to have more than last year’s 
turnout of about 150 trucks. 

I was at Lui Lafuente’s house the 
Saturday before the show was supposed 
to originally start. Lui had a lot to do 
with putting on this show. Let’s not 
forget all other club members who made 
this event go over. All day long, the 
phone rang, with people asking if the 
show was still on and also asking for 
directions to get there. At around five in 
the evening, one of the club members 
called and said there were already some 
trucks at the campgrounds. So Lui, his 
family, and I headed to Uvas Meadows 
to camp overnight with the truckers who 


$ 






A few stepside owners like camper shells too. This one 
looks super with custom camper, reworked tailgate, 
custom taillights. Zenith wires with knock-offs are trick. 





š n 


were there. About twenty-five or so This 73 Datsun pickup belongs to Steve Silva, a member 
trucks were there when we arrived and a of Northern California Mini-Truckers. Features include 
flares, sunroof, sidepipes, decked out shell interior. 





ABOVE—For a one day outing, 
turnout was fantastic. Besides 
stepsides, F-100's, and early 
trucks, a few mini-truckers show- 
ed up. This group is from 
Northern California Mini- 
Truckers, a new club. 


LEFT—Once the majority of 
trucks were parked uniformly on 
the grass, activities started. As 
with most events, there’s always 
a volleyball tournament. 
Everyone really had a good time, 
watching or playing. 


BELOW LEFT—Lui Lafuente (the 
guy pretty much in charge of co- 
ordinating the show) and wife 
Mary Lou (pictured) surprised 
their daughter with a birthday 
cake. All kids there tried their sw- 
ing at the candy filled pinata, too. 


FAR LEFT—One guy who just 
moved to San Jose from 
Colorado drove in with his 
chopped and flamed F-100. 
Quite a few F-100's made it out 
to Uvas Meadows. 


few more came in afterwards. Everyone 
pitched their tents, or converted their 
pickup beds into sleeping quarters. Once 
everyone had their camps set up, people 
just walked around meeting everyone 
and talked trucks and stuff. One guy 
brought a keg of beer, so the beer 
drinkers made use of it with no problem. 

When Sunday morning came around, 
about 6:30, we heard the rest of the San 
Jose chapter pull in. That's when things 
really started. Shortly after the chapter 
parked their trucks, a few more rolled 
through the gate. By ten, there must 
have been something like 150 trucks in 
the show area, not counting the ones 
that weren't showing. 

Owners and their helpers wiped down 
their trucks and did last minute clean- 
ups to machines. Around eleven, the 
volleyball tourney started, followed by 
other activities scheduled for the day. 
These included a spark plug changing 
contest for men and women, the inner 
tube race, tug-of-war, and others for the 
kids, too. 

While all this was going on, some 
people were out checking the trucks in 
the show. They were looking for the 
trucks they thought should win the 
various categories. See, instead of 
having regular judges, the show was 
judged by the participants and spec- 





One of the fun events of the day was inner tube race. The 
object was to run back with all four inner tubes around 
your body. Some people had troubles, though. 


From Oldies But Goodies club is this immaculate ‘54 








Chevy, owned by Duke DuPont. Super neat paint, hand- 


painted mural, interior, and motor are some highlights. 
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tators alike. There were some fantastic 
trucks in the show so some people had to 
check out certain trucks at least twice | 
before they made up their minds. | 

One truck that really caused quite a | 

commotion was the candy purple Chevy | 
stepside that rolled in with the group | 
from Los Angeles. There were eleven "1 
trucks in that group, with the majority 
being members of the California Step- | 
sides from San Gabriel Valley. Anyway, 
Mando Garcia’s immaculate truck 4 
caused many heads to turn. As you can | 
see from the chart, the people voted his | 
Stepside Best Overall Truck of the 
show. 

After all the votes were in, and the 
competition between clubs was over, 
there were prizes raffled off, as well as 
trophies given out. It was a rather quick 
day with all these things taking place on 
a Sunday. But I’m sure everyone really 
enjoyed themselves. Totally, there were 
close to 400 trucks at the park, and 
almost 2,000 people. What a turnout. 
Maybe next year’s show will be a two- 
day event. We’ll see what happens. 








| 
{ 
Í 
| 
| 
| 
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The president of the Oldies But Goodies 
Stepsides (Fremont) drives around in his 
custom ‘46 Chevy. His name, Ken Beaty. At | 
left is truck which won Best Camper, own- | 
ed by Mike Biddlecome. Would you believe, 4 
he made the entire camper shell by hand in 

his living room. Yep, he built it in pieces and 

then took them down to his garage and put 

everything together. He used to be a boat 

builder. Notice anything about the ‘73 | 
Chevy stepside below? It’s chopped four т- ^ 
ches and belongs to Henry Dias, a member 
of California Stepsides, Gilroy. 





OUTSTANDING OVERALL TRUCK 

| Mando Garcia, independent 

LATE 

1st 一 Lui Lafuente, California Stepsides, San Jose 
2nd 一 Tom Dickenson, California Stepsides, Salinas 
3rd 一 John Ruiz, California Stepsides, Salinas 
EARLY 

1st 一 Duke Dupont, Oldies But Goodies Stepsides 
2nd 一 Ken Beaty, Oldies But Goodies Stepsides 
3rd 一 Ray Ortiz, California Stepsides, San Jose 
BEST PAINT 

Early—Rich Bettencourt, F-100's Elite, San Jose 
Late—Lui Lafuente, California Stepsides, San Jose 
BEST INTERIOR 

Early—Duke Dupont, Oldies But Goodies Stepsides 
Late—Lui Lafuente, California Stepsides, San Jose 
BEST CAMPER 

Mike Biddlecome, independent 

| LONG DISTANCE CLUB 

California Stepsides, San Gabriel Valley 
VOLLEYBALL 

San Jo Steps 

WOMEN’S SPARK PLUG CHANGE 

Rene Mees, Oldies But Goodies Stepsides 

MEN'S SPARK PLUG CHANGE 

Pete Elias, independent 

INNER TUBE RACE 

Bruce Roth, Northern California Mini-Truckers 
TUG-OF-WAR 


Northern California Mini-Truckers 
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Almost four hundred trucks made it to this one 
day show hosted by the San Jose chapter of 
the California Stepsides. Above is Tom Dicken- 
son's clean stepside, with browns and yellows, 
accented with murals. Above right is another 
good looking truck owned by Dan Sigl of 
Campbell. His late model machine is black with 
yellow accent stripes. Lui Lafuente’s super 
sanitary stepside attracted many onlookers. It's 
painted dark blue with various colored panels, 
and a handpainting of Capricorn on the 
tailgate. Note the padding under the hood. 
Winner of Best Overall Truck went to Mando 
Garcia with his super deep purple painted step- 
side. Black interior, hand finished bed, and 
Cragars add to overall appearance. Below is 
Mr. Truckin’, Ron Detweiler, checking out Bill 
Gerry's well done F-100. Mike Smith's early 
Chevy stepside (bottom) is also outasight. 





TRUCKIN'/JANUARY 





1976 





55 








A few helpful hints from Putz & Tuna on . . . . 


CURTAINING 







by Frank Oddo 


The loop that the curtain rod goes through is the 
casing. The smaller you make it, the more tightly 
the curtain is stretched. But since most van 
windows are curved, a bit of looseness provides 
maximum privacy. Some vanners like the cur- 
tains to hang free, however, and in that case all 
that is needed is a hem on the bottom. (This is 
Tuna.) If you want a really full curtain, double 
your window width. If the edge of the material 
(called the selvage) is not cut (exposing loose 
threads that will unravel) all is well. However, if a 
raw edge is left, a little hem — 3/16-inch or so, 
should be sewn in. 
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ABOVE RIGHT—When measuring the 
back window of a van for curtains, it 
depends on whether or not you want the 
curtain right at the window proper, or if 
you want it to drop down farther. 
Therefore, you must first decide on the 
location for the curtain rods. Take the 
length and width measurements, then 
add 6 inches to the length for casings or 
hems at the top and bottom. (That's Putz.) 


















had just stopped by the Villa Ford parts department in 
Orange to pick up a few odds and ends when I spied this 
| mimeographed flyer tacked up on the wall. It kind of 
| sang out tome... “Putz and Tuna will curtain anything on 
А wheels." Putz and Tuna? I read further. “You give us the 
| 

| 


fabric, we do the rest. We measure your window area; com- 
pute the yardage needed; professionally sew any material. 
Even your mother wouldn’t sew ’em up this cheap. (Think of 
li all the favors you'd owe her!)" 

Intrigued, I jotted down the phone numbers. Although my 
own Panel isn't far enough along to need curtains, I figured 
| maybe there was a Truckin’ story lurking behind a couple of 
gals with the poetic names of Putz and Tuna. On curtains, 
that is. 

Sure enough, two weeks later, Judy (Putz) Strong and Tina 
(Tuna) Lundberg, far more foxy than their nicknames would 
suggest, clued me in on some important considerations when 








ABOVE—To measure a curved traverse rod, make sure 


curtaining vans and pickups. Now, we couldn’t possibly teach you follow the arch. Again, to insure a full curtain, double 

you how to operate a sewing machine in just two pages, but the width. 

we're sure you already know someone who can. And if you BELOW- The епо ls abiained фу easing trom the 

take the time to get the correct measurements, I'll bet you center of the ceiling to the floorboard, or lower. Or 

can get your lady to do the necessary sewing. shorter. It just depends on what you want for a behind- 
| But i notand-vou don't k to tackle the ob ЈЕ ll the-seat curtain. But whatever the measurement, be sure 
| you соп t want to tackle the Job YOUTSe са to add 6 inches for the top and bottom hems. 


| Putz (evenings) at 535-5273, if you live in the North Orange 
County area. For those of you who live in the Newport, Hun- 
tington Beach, Saddleback area, Tuna can be reached 
(evenings) at 673-4266. 





RIGHT—Aluminum traverse rod comes with 
little rollers. A specialty item, it is not always 
found in drapery and fabric stores. Other 
resources would be Recreational Vehicle 
outlets and marine supply stores. The hooks 
allow the curtains to be quickly removed. 





LEFT—Tie backs are just 
Strips of material. They 
should be from 16 to 18 
inches in diameter. Double 
the width you want, seam it 
and turn it inside out. Any 
sewing machine will handle 
van curtain chores, although 
very heavy materials may 
need a special needle. 
Recommended materials 
are the new polyester/cot- 
ton blends. They sew well, 
won't wrinkle. 


RIGHT-——Don't forget to pay 
attention to the patterns of 
the material you get, the 
two halves must match up. 
It is a good idea to allow an 
extra yard. That's all folks. 
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A worker with Milwaukee 
Railroad, Larry wanted his 75 
Dodge .an to have a personality 
of its own. The body was left 
pretty much. stock, with addition 
of portholes, roof rack, vent, and 
antennas for the CB rad‘o, which 
15 mounted in the overhead con- 
sole. As far as paint goes, it's 
blue and silver with murals on the 
sides, done at Sand Vans. Also 
highlighting overall appearance 
are a set of Cragar mags, with 
General Grabber 60's at all fours. 
Inside, there's carpeting, 
diamond tufted vinyl, and a far 
out headliner. The majority of in- 
terior was done by the owner 
with wife Paulette helping out. 
Other interior goodies include ice 
box, TV, table, highbacks, and 
stereo. The engine and trans 
were left stock for long trucks to 
happenings. 














ake acaligornia 


Mini Лер! 






The trend is to smaller trucks and the trend in California trucking is step-sides. 
California Step Side Manufacturing has just engineered a beautiful combination of 
these two concepts—the step-side pickup bed conversion for Datsun, Luv, Toyota, 
and Courier mini trucks. 

It’s a conversion package complete with an integrally welded all steel bed and 
corrugated steel floor, reinforced fiberglas fenders, tailgate steps, hardware and 
mounting fasteners. The price of this rugged compliment to your mini pickup is $395. 


California Send $1.00 today for product and accessory catalogue; or $2.00 for 
Step Tide complete catalogue and fully illustrated assembly manual. 
MANUFACTURING 


P.O. BOX 268-B • SUNNYVALE * CALIFORNIA • 94086 



















na 
sae io — 6 ll FOR IN-DEPTH ARTICLES 
FODDER И ОМ STREET RODDING 





Center Line 
OPENS A NEW 


deck & deals 


aces back 
TO back 


Center Line, manufacturers of the world’s 
lightest aluminum street wheels, now 
introduces the lightest steel spoke wheel. 


The new sophisticated design can eliminate up to 
4% pounds per wheel compared to other types, 
therefore improving handling and performance. 


13521 Freeway Drive e Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 
(213) 921-9637 or (714) 994-0500 
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by Jim Clark 





e have been shwoing you a lot of 
new trucks in this column each 
month. Most of them with a lot 


of expensive optional equipment that 
was installed by the dealer who sold the 
truck. Not all of the trucks on the road 
are new ones though. Many have been in 
service for ten to twenty years. The ma- 
jor truck lines replace their equipment 
on a regular basis selling the tractors 
after about three years of service. Most 
of this used equipment ends up in the 
hands of the owner-operator or small 
contact trucking companies. These in- 
dependent truckers don’t have the 


capital necessary to buy $50,000 Peter- 
bilts or Kenworth’s, so they overhaul the 
engines and running gear of the old trac- 
tors and fix them up to suit the service 
they will perform. 

To show what can be done with a used 
tractor, I photographed a couple of trac- 
tors that appealed to me. Many other 
makes and models will work just as well. 

The first example is a 1965 Mack B- 
755 conventional cab diesel. It was a 2- 
axle tractor used by a truck driving 
school in Nevada. This kind of service 
kept the mileage down to less than 
average. Eventually the school decided 


HIGH BACK SEATS 

Available in solid Naughahyde, cloth 

insert, or the Super Delux Pillow 

Back . . . $175.00 to $195.00 per pair 
2» (includes arm rests and pedestals) 


SUN ROOF 

Available in pop-out and 
crank-up mechanisms, sizes 

16 x 30 and 16 x 40 in. іп а flat 
or bubble . . . $62.95 to $76.95 


100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY REFUNDED 


*SEND FOR FREE CATALOG DISCOUNT VAN ACCESSORIES 
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VAN SCOOP 


Made of extra thick plastic and avail- 
able in smoked, amber, gold, green, 
blue, red and orange . . . $39.95" 


TRAVEL SCOOP 
Standard 14"x14" Roof Vent 
Replacements. Miniature Scoop 


with crank operated door and 
and Full Screen $19.95 


to update its equipment so the Mack 
was sold. Its new owner decided to 
lengthen the frame and exchange the 
rear end for a dual drive two axle unit to 
increase the hauling capacity of the 
truck. Enough length was added to allow 
addition of a sleeper cab, taken from a 
Kenworth that was converted from road 
service to dump truck use. To keep 
things cool inside an air conditioner was 
installed on top of the cab and ducting 
run into the bunk area. Much of the trim 
was chrome plated as were the bumper 
and dual stacks. The paint was stripped 
from both aluminum fuel tanks and they 


FULL OVERHEAD 
CONSOLE 

Custom fitted fiberglass 
with or without 
Naughahyde. Close to 
ceiling mount that will 
accept tapes, stereos, 
C.B.’s and gages ир їо 4” 
high . . . $39.95 to $49.95 


ROOF VENT 
14” x 14” in size. 
Available in blue, 
amber, smoked, 
or white . . $9.95 


1339 E. 223rd STREET 





were polished. Mechanically the truck 
needed very little work done to it, so it 
was quickly put into service. 

The other example shown here is a 
1961 GMC cabover diesel that was 
already a three axle dual drive tractor. It 
was this length, as it was used in West 
Coast hauling where length is an asset. 


The engine and drivetrain was overhaul- 
ed and a new paint job applied. Before 
painting, all of the dents accumulated 
over the years, were removed. Enough 
space was available between the cab and 
trailer to accommodate a large sleeper 
cab, so the large aluminum one was in- 
stalled. Here again much of the 


accessories _ 


WE MANUFACTURE THE ONLY COMPLETE 
LINE OF SPOILERS AND FLARES IN THE 


INDUSTRY AND SELL THEM АТ А 
REASONABLE PRICE 


SUPER FLARES 
$24.95 


SUPER WRAP-AROUND 
BODY MOUNT 
SPOILER WITH 

FOG LITE RECESSES 


AN 


"EE TARAS 
ИИИНИН 


DELUX FLARES 


$19.95 pr. 


accessory equipment was chrome plated 
or polished. 

In each of these cases an older truck 
was taken and refurbished, creating a 
good serviceable tractor that any trucker 
would be glad to have. In many cases, 
this is the only way a trucker can get 
into business for himself. 


DELUX FLARES 
$19.95 pr. 


BUMPER MOUNT 
SPOILER 


$19.95 


DELUX FLARES 


$19.95 pr. 


BODY MOUNT 
SPOILER 


$22.95 


DELUX WRAP-AROUND 


$24.95 


- $29.95 


CARSON, CALIF. 90745 • (213) 830-5531 


BUMPER MOUNT SPOILER 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
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SUPER VAN PATTERNS 
”FoRINTERIORS 


DODGE, CHEV 71-76 e FORD 69-76 
Send Year, Model, Wheelbase 
(Short, long or maxi) 

These plans are drawn by architects and are 
professionally designed and fitted 
for your van 
Working instructions and 
accessory list included 
Postage Paid. 

ALL FOR ONLY $21.95 
N.Y. Residents Add 5% Tax 
10 Different Color Roof Vents Available 


SUPER PRESENT 
FOR VAN LOVERS 


Send To: 
PLEASURE EAST VANS 
Box 34 TRM 
Accord, N.Y. 12404 








Send for FREE catalog! 
State make, model and year 
Dealer inquiries invited 


Auto Craft Engineering, Inc. 
UTO 19 Windsor Road, Dept. T 
RAFT | Billerica, Mass. 01821 


Thanks 
to you, I still 
have a home. 





For over 30 years, Smokey has been 
asking you to be careful with fire. 

During that time, you've helped cut 
the number of careless fires in half. 

So from Smokey Bear and all of 
us who live in the forest, thanks for 
listening. And keep up the good work. 





< 

w A 
ees? 9 A Public Service of This Magazine 
z= | & The Advertising Council 
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nyone who attended the “АС- 

Delco World Championships" of 

off-road racing at Riverside hardly 
needs to be reminded of the excitement 
and entertainment provided by the 
event. The crew from Score Inter- 
national really went out of their way to 
make this event one to remember. We 
would like to express our appreciation to 
Sal Fish and Collene Campbell for their 
help, and extreme dedication to the 
sport. Further mention must be given to 
the number of volunteer marines who 
went through special training to help 
run the event. The San Gabriel Motor- 
cycle club made sure no one entered the 
pit area unless they belonged there. 

As for the racing, well it was outstan- 
ding. One of the nicest things about the 
Riverside race is the spectators are able 
to see the vehicles in action over most, if 
not all of the track. From a high spot in 
the bleachers, all you needed was a set of 
binoculars and you could keep tabs on 
the entire track. The course itself is 3-1/2 
miles in length, made up of terrain at 
least as tough as you find in events held 
in the wilds. The track also incorporated 
a small portion of the famed road racing 
route. The off-road vehicles negotiating 
the high speed asphalt turns placed just 
after the start line, really kept the 
spectators on the edge of their seats. 


Numerous man-made ditches and some 
very high speed off-camber turns 
demanded the utmost in driving skill 
from each and every driver. 

With a total purse of an estimated 
$182,500, Score’s Riverside event at- 
tracted all the biggies. For that kind of 
money, I was tempted to enter our Ford 
Galaxy! 

Some very trick machinery was 








entered. Mickey Thompson’s Chevy 
Luv, powered by a somewhat more than 
mellow, midship 454 Rat motor was sure 
to be a crowd pleaser. Other hotties like 
Rick and Roger Mears, Bobby Ferro, 
Walker Evens, Dick Lee, 
Kemp/Greenwood, Hall/Fricker, and 
Colton and Gellenbach were all listed as 
starters for Saturday, and Sunday’s 
racing. 

Listed as a three-day event, Friday 
was taken up by registration, practice 
and a very thorough technical inspec- 
tion. 

Final adjustments were made in a 
short practice period Saturday morning, 
with the Class II races starting at 10:30. 
The starting positions for Saturday’s 
races were determined by a number 
drawing held on July 25. All of the 4 
wheel classes were run separately, with 
the results determining each vehicle’s 
starting position in the main events to 
be held Sunday. The three bike classes 
were run together. Saturday’s racing 
was fast and furious, leaving little doubt 
that all of the spectators present (and 
more) would return for the big “shoot 
out” Sunday. Saturday night, the Class 
II cars ran their main event with John 
Johnson and R. Muller taking the even- 
tual win. The rest of Saturday was 
packed with “seat of the pants” racing, 
that took its toll of machines. Thomp- 
son’s machine fell prey to mechanical 
problems and spent the rest of the day 
and night sorting things out. 

Sunday came bright and early for 
those who wished to get into the 30 
minute practice. After the practice, 
there was a mandatory driver’s meeting, 
followed by a short break, and then the 
races at 11. The races were twice as long 
Sunday so several classes were com- 
bined. At 11 pm the dust started flying 
with the class 5, 6 and 7 cars going off in 
a staggered start. When the dust settled 
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Year Round Pleasure 


Sar=Port 
FOR VANS PICK-UPS 


AND MINI-PICK-UPS 
The perfect answer for ventilation and fresh air. Ç : x : 


When opan Sun-Port gives you the feeling of the Write today for complete 
great outdoors. When closed it is completely weath- ; ; 
er proof in a fully anodized aluminum frame re- details and literature. 






















quiring no drain hose. The grey, tempered safety Dept.T 

glass will not scratch or crack. Sun-Port is also 

edant with Scotch Tint Reflective Coating or MARTIN 
ronze Acrylic Bubble. Opens easily with crank š 

operators or removable for full open roof. Installs R-V PRODUCTS 
with or without vinyl roof, head lining or paneling. PAT. PEND. 


12223 E. Los Nietos Rd. Santa Fe Springs, Calif. 90670 (213) 698-2314 











an hour later, the class 5 win went to Bill 


Walker Evens really put on a show in his TJ 
sponsored Chevy Truck, top of opposite page. 
How he keeps that machine in one piece and 
that far out of shape is beyond me. During 
practice, Mickey Thompson's "Middy" 454 
Luv was the terror of the track and a real spec- 
tacle. Mechanical problems kept the monster 
from Sunday's race. McPherson's Luv really 
put it to the rest of the Minis. Below, if only I 
had the bucks! 


CUSTOM TIRE 
LETTERING KITS 


personalize your own tires 


STANDARD KIT 
DELUXE KIT 


[P.o. BOX 6212 ORANGE, CA 92667 | 
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(Continued) 





Apple and Bob Scharbarth, class 6 to 
Doug Armfield and Dave Kreisler and 
the class 7 Mini-Pickups was taken by 
Jeff and Joe McPherson in their super 
trick Chevy Luv. In taking the mini- 
truck win, the McPhersons defeated 
such notables as Landfield and Steel, 
and Bare and Lynch. You mini-truckers 
have got to get out to one of these races, 
and watch the small trucks. Their speed 
and endurance on the rough tracks is 
unbelievable. Following the mini-trucks 
were the class 9 single seaters. The class 
9 win went to Ken Crossman in his High 
Jumper. At 1:30, the motorcycles were 
flagged off. Although most of the spec- 
tators were there to watch the four 
wheelers, the bikers really put on a 
show, recording the highest average 
speed of the weekend. The overall bike 
win went to Mitch Mayes riding a 
Husky, with an average speed of 55.67 
MPH! The bikes were followed by 


classes 3, 4, and 8 combined. Classes 3 
and 4 are made up of stock and modified 
production four wheel drive vehicles, 
while class 8 is production 2 wheel drive. 
Class 3 went to S. Balch in a Jeep, 
followed by a herd of Broncos. Steve 
Mizel and Max Jamiesson took class 4 
with a more than slightly modified 
Bronco. 

Class 8 was a race to remember. When 
the flag dropped, it was a drag race 
between what were probably the three 
most powerful vehicles on the track. The 
Chevy of Walker Evens, Stan Gilbert’s 
Propane Ford and Vessel’s F-100, came 
off the line side by side, in a cloud of 
burning rubber. The three came into the 











The track at Riverside was rough for a man- 
made course. Course layout is pictured 





asphalt turn, even and broadside. Half 
way through the turn, it was obvious 
that there just wasn’t room for everyone. 
There was a little bumping and some 
spinning but all three finally got 
through. The Gilbert Ford lost a lot of 
ground due to a spin, and put on quite a 
show playing catch up to Walker's flying 
Chevy. Vessel's ran unbelievably strong 
considering their tire problems. Once 
Evens was clear of the pack, he pulled 
out all the stops and put on a real show, 
sailing over the jumps and gliding 
through the rough to an eventual win. 
The crowd loved the show these trucks 
put on. 

The fastest of the four wheelers are 
the Class 1 single seaters. Bobby Ferro 
took the lead at the start, pursued 
closely by Roger and Rick Mears. It was 
really a race until Ferro developed some 
suspension problems and slowed. He 
was still fast enough to place second 
behind Roger Mears and ahead of Rick. 

Every race Sunday kept the crowd on 
their feet, and rounded off a fantastic 
weekend of off-road racing. 

If you haven't been to one of these 
events, I strongly suggest you make it to 
one soon. No matter if your interest is 
two wheels or four; if it moves, they race 
it. 





You're needed now in this exciting, HIGH-PAY FIELD! * 


UPHOLSTER ANY VEHICLE — 








Start With Your Own Car! 
TAKE IN UpTo ay. 
| 00 





* x 








START A NEW CAREER NOW — AT HOME Nothing like this taught anywhere! 


OMIZING *: 


^ AUTOS-VANS >” 
CAMPERS-BOATS-PLANES 


A BUSINESS SO BIG, SO FANTASTIC, that in most parts of the U.S. you need an appointment to take in a car for 
reupholstering or customizing. We have the finest deal in America for you in this great business! 


YOU EARN WHILE YOU LEARN AT HOME IN SPARE TIME. If you can handle a screwdriver and a pair of 
shears you can make it big in auto trim and related fields like vinyl repair, auto glass and landau tops. 


YOU LEARN THE LATEST UP-TO-THE-MINUTE CALIFORNIA AND EUROPEAN STYLES . . . get all the tools 
of the trade at no extra charge. And right from the start . . . you get the finest materials, fabrics and supplies at low 
f wholesale prices! 

YOU LEARN HOW TO START, MANAGE AND 
DEVELOP your own business, take on help . . . go 
all the way to an income you won't believe! Other 
people just dream about it — but if you have read 
this far, YOU can do something about it! 


NO NEED TO QUIT YOUR PRESENT JOB — NO 
AUTOMATION LAYOFFS! Since the birth of the 
automobile, training in vehicle upholstering and cus- 
tomizing has been neglected. In the past you had to 
= spend YEARS as an apprentice to learn this wonderful 
field. Now, thanks to A.U.l.'s step-by-step practical 
and PROVEN home training method, you don't even 
have to quit your present job to learn! Many students 
report taking in their first simple repair jobs . . . 
| T Е á 

making money, soon after starting with  A.U.I.! 












EXTERIOR INCLUDED BP 7 b 


Your A.U.l. training includes, popular exterior e oe 
trimming techniques. While not as profitable as A> SV 
Interior Customizing..it's an added skill that. &z, S> 


fits in well with auto and van upholstering. a 


VINYL REPAIR, TOO! 


Often, as a Customizer, you will be called upon 
to fix tears, rips and burns in van and auto 
interiors. It’s a big profit business — AND THE 
MOST COMPLETE VINYL REPAIR INSTRUC- 
TION AVAILABLE ANYWHERE, is included 
in your A.U.l. program! 


А.О. IS APPROVED BY 
THE CALIFORNIA SU- 
PERINTENDENT OF 





Learn how to 


CUSTOMIZE, REPAIR 


all U.S. & Foreign Cars, 
Vans, Campers, Boats, 
Trailers and Planes. 







































AND IS AUTHORIZED 
TO ISSUE A DIPLOMA 


in on the huge market for custom- ¢ ел nios f IN AUTO UPHOLSTERY! 
ized Surfer Vans! A market where А зы и | е š H < Z 

$1,200 — for a week's work is not АИ 
unusual! Hard to believe? Not if 
you've got an estimate for a 
"Sultan's Den” lately — like the Я 
one shown! Van Customizers re- ЕЁ 
port jobs like this usually BEGIN 
around $800 -- go all the way up 
to $2,500 or more. And experts 
believe the customized van trend 
has only just begun! 








~ š 


MAIL COUPON TODAY FOR FREE 
AUTO TRIM CAREER BOOKLET... 
Auto Upholstery Institute, Dept. ASE 

1205 W. Barkley, P.O. Box 16, Orange, CA 92666 


RUSH complete MASTER PLAN and your illustrated booklet “HOW 
TO MAKE BIG MONEY IN AUTO INTERIOR CUSTOMIZING AND 
REPAIR”. | understand there is no obligation - and no one will call or 
visit me. Everything is done by mail. 


Average Name Age | 















You owe it to yourself and your family to look over this fabu- S. 
lous opportunity to MAKE MORE MONEY — NOW! Mail іп“, 
coupon for MASTER PLAN and big color illustrated booklet 
"HOW TO MAKE BIG MONEY IN AUTO INTERIOR CUS- 
TOMIZING AND REPAIR". No obligation 一 no salesman will 
visit or phone. 


$10.00 to 
$22.00 


an Hour EASY! City, State Zip 
Also approved for 


Address 








B cien 
Division of CAREER & CRAFT TRAINING INTERNATIONAL, AUTO UPHOLSTERY INSTITUTE, | APPROVED FOR VETERANS & NON-VETS vocational Rehabilitation 


1205 W. Barkley, Dept. ASE „P.O. Box 16, Orange, Calif. 92666 ШШЕН ШЕШ DENM CONES ees DEN sum ЫШ es END ПНЕ ess ee 
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“WICK N’ LOCK” 


LOCTITE e 


WICK N'LOCK | 


| PREVENTS LOOSENING M 
PENETRATES ASSEMBLEO THREADS 


Liquid Lockwasher 
Wicks into 

` | Assembled Threads 
by capillary action 
then hardens to 
lock threads 


CAUTION: 
MAY | 
SE 


NET .20 FL. 07. (6cc) 





A new adhesive which locks threaded 
parts without disassembly is now 
available at auto jobbers around the 
country. New “Wick N’ Lock" by Loc- 
tite Corporation penetrates assembled 
threads, then hardens to lock and seal 
nuts, bolts and screws against vibration 
loosening and leakage. Because the 
adhesive wicks into threads by capillary 
action, there is no need to disassemble 
or loosen parts, thereby greatly speeding 
preventive maintenance on new or ex- 
isting equipment. Treated parts can be 
later disassembled with ordinary tools. 
The product is already being used to 
prevent loosening of critical carburetor 
adjustments. 

For more information, contact Loctite 
Corporation, North Mountain Road, 
Newington, Connecticut 06111 (203) 
278-1280. 


Alphabet’s Custom к to the 


Van owners needs with a Supermarket 
of Exterior and Interior Van Accesso- 
ries, from Fiberglass Scoops, Custom 
Seats and Lights. 

Whatever you need, Alphabet’s has it! 


=+ FENDER FLARES 


-FORD « DODGE • CHEV a 


$36.07 Pr 


SCOOPED VAN HOOD 
FORD e DODGE e CHEVY 
$99.97 


“HOOD SCOOP 
$35.03 





ROOF SCOOP - 
LIST $60.47 SALE $45.37 





ЧЕКА SALE $40.30 























ALPHABET’S VAN CATALOG — $2.00 © 


ALPHABET'S MOTORCYCLE CATALOG — $2.00 
U.S. CURRENCY/CERTIFIED CHECK/MONEY ORDER 


“West 821 W. GARDENA BLVD., GARDENA, 





CA 90247 (213) 327-4430 





Write 


Volunteer, 


Have a heart. 





Washington, D.C. 
20013. There's a 
very human need 
for whatever you 


can do. 


A Public Service ot 
This Magazine & 
7 СЕ The Advertising Council 


Volunteer. 


It'll make you 
abetter human being. 
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THE THREE PARTY-GOERS, "STEP" SYDE, — — M 
ЕОМЕВООТН(„ 2) AND OUR SLIGHTLY, Өзү 
А LITTLE „eà N FOR ee 1 > کا‎ 


WEAR 


WELL, THE E. IS UP EARLY SATURDAY MORNING ALONG WITH ЕЩ 





y I N рн, 2 MAN, WAS THAT 


| : Y) A SUPER PARTY 

€— * Ss Аш = LAST NIGHT! I 

OVERNIGHT wr A | | y) 
CAMPIN 





THOUGH! о.к.? | 


he = 27 


== é 
ve J N LITTLE FOOD 































GEE GUYS, IT APPEARS 
THE TRUCK IS OUT OF 
GAS, 0000HHH H — wow! Ј 


HEY, MAYBE WE STILL HAVE 
A CHANCE BECAUSE I SAWA 
GAS CAN IN THE CAMPER 
WHEN WE WERE LOADING THE 
EQUIPMENT LAST NIGHT II 
ki 













C'MON FARLEY,| RIGHT-ON! VANS' RIGHT, I'VE 
LET'S GET A | ALREADY NOTICED 2 OR 3 
BITE TO EAT! | GAS-STOPS зац: PASSEDIII 


F P KG s. 





= = = = 







s. 


0 
x О.К. STROKE, ''N 
= SS Б ¢ THIS IS HOW IT IS! 


YUP HERE IT IS! BUT WE’RE STARVING CUZ 
AS YOU CAN SEE, IT'S OF YOU — SO... YOU'RE 
GOING TO RUN ALL THE WAY 
TO THE GAS STATION AT 
FANBELT CORNERS AND 
FILL YOUR LITTLE ... 

HO НО HO... GAS CAN... 


Шо Q^ tienen 


„АМО BUY US A COUPLE OF 
HUGE STEAKS TO HELP PUT 





OUT LAST NIGHT'S FIRE! 





EMPTY — WHICH I GUESS 
IS ONE ON ME, HUH? 
HA HA HA HO HO HO HO 








BECAUSE WE'LL 
BE RIGHT BEHIND, 
ALL THE WAY! 
YOU WON'T 

ж DJ) FORGET THAT 
“WAY DIG ? 














eum 







m ү” му 





ail, 





THANKS FOR THE USE OF YOUR NEAT LITTLE 29'A PHONE-BOOTH, LARRY (GARY GOODSPEED) WOOD. 
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